THE 

GOBRECHT 


JOURNAL 


For  Collectors 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES 

VOLUME  NINETEEN  ISSUE  #56 


This 
in  all  the 

DIMES 
1838 

1838-  0 

1839-  0 
1840 

1840-  0 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849-0 
1852-0 
1856-0 
1858 

1858-  S 
1859 

1859-  S 

1861-  S 
1862 

1862-  S 

1863-  S 

1863-  S 

1864-  S 

1864-  S 
1865 

1865-  S 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1868 
1871-S 

1871-  S 

1872-  CC 
1872-S 

1872-  S 

1873-  S 

1874-  S 

1875-  CC 

1877-  S 

1878-  CC 
1878-CC 
1881 
1889 


Better  Dates  #29 

ad  is  only  a  partial  listing  of  my  current  inventory.  I  have  many  better  date  coins 
Liberty  Seated  series.  Call  or  write  and  let  me  know  how  I  can  serve  you. 

QUARTERS 


VF,  A-5,  original    $24 

F.  PCGS-12,  nice    85 

VG/G,  Huge  0,  original   105 

WD,  VF-XF,  nice  gray  toning  ....  125 

VF,  Small  o,  original    35 

Ch.AU,  light  cleaning,  toned   185 

XF,  mottled  toning    90 

G/AG+,  original   40 

XF,  A-2.  original    95 

Ch.VF,  deep  original  toning    35 

XF-AU,  Large  0,  several  marks ...  145 

F-VF,  A-1,  gray  toning    33 

Ch.VF,  repunched  date,  G-#102..  24 

Ch.AU,  original  toning   105 

G,  rough  surfaces    50 

XF,  A-2,  extra  digit  in  gown  ....  55 

F-VF,  original,  hidden  marks  ....  160 

VF-XF,  old  cleaning,  gray   145 

Ch.  XF,  original,  bold  detail   37 

VF-XF,  rough  surfaces   35 

F,  obverse  spot   40 

XF,  hidden  reverse  scratch   115 

VG-F,  original    26 

F-VF,  a  few  small  marks    30 

Proof,  lightly  polished    500 

F,  faint  obverse  legend    30 

VG  

PR-60,  PCGS,  dull,  a  few  marks 


325 
625 

PR-63,  PCGS,  faint  toning   700 

47 
20 


XF,  mottled  toning,  small  marks 
F,  a  couple  of  digs,  rev. scratch 

XF,  light  gray   110 

F,  holed  at  11  o'clock   250 

VF,  light  gray   95 

AU,  lustrous,  light  toning   355 

XF,  sharp,  rough  surfaces    60 

VF,  light  reverse  marks   70 

XF,  CC  in  wreath,  original    32 

XF,  deep  gray  toning    24 

F-VF,  Type  II  rev,  rough    40 

VF-XF,  Type  I  rev,  cleaned   115 

F,  original   165 

XF,  doubled  die  rev,  flat  head..  40 
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F-VF,  old  cleaning    $70 

XF-AU,  Lg.Dt,  mottled  toning    185 

XF-AU,  lustrous,  light  toning   160 

F-VF,  AHACS-15,  original    95 

VF-XF,  original    145 

F,  original    75 

F,  ANACS-12,  original,  choice  ....  90 

VF-XF,  deep  original  toning    200 

F,  cud  on  obverse  shield   20 

VG,  light  roughness,  marks    65 

F,  nice  light  gray   330 

F,  nice  original  gray    90 

F,  light  obverse  scrape   175 

F,  nice  original  gray    395 

G-VG,  old  cleaning,  retoned    60 

F,  nice  original  gray    365 

AG,  just  wear   110 

F-VF,  rough  surfaces,  a  few  marks.  175 

G,  nice  detail  but  weak  at  rims..  105 

VF-XF,  holed  through  cap   110 

XF-AU,  lustrous,  well  struck    160 

VG-F,  light  gray   300 

VF-XF,  holed  at  12  o'clock    130 

VF-XF,  light  gray    135 

F,  medium  gray   50 

VF-XF,  gray  toning    95 

XF-AU.  lustrous,  boldly  struck  ....  55 

XF-AU,  lustrous,  light  scratches..  260 

Proof,  a  few  light  marks   450 

VF,  original,  a  few  light  marks..  205 

VG, expertly  plugged,  rimsolder  .$1850 
VG,  small  hole,  obv  Inscription  ..  125 
F-VF,  ANACS  plugged-tooled- 

danaged   4800 

F-VF,  lightly  toned    220 

VF,  cleaned,  rubber  band  streak  ...  525 
VG-^.old  cleaning,  light  scratches..  975 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-CC  VG-F,  nice  gray   $65 

1876-CC  F,  old  cleaning,  scarce    95 


All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage.  1 4  day  Return 
Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  holder.  Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 
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The  1848-0  Half  Dimes 


by 

William  A.  Harmon 

Valentine  described  only  two  die  varieties  of  the  1 848-0  half  dime.  His  descrip- 
tions and  illustrations  have  proven  to  be  incomplete  as  well  as  inaccurate  or 
misleading  in  some  respects.  It  will  be  the  object  of  this  article  to  replace  completely 
his  descriptions  and  to  provide  illustrations  of  additional  varieties.  Eight  known 
varieties  are  numbered  and  described,  with  an  attempt  made  to  retain  the  contribu- 
tions of  others.  A  table  will  cross  reference  the  dies  and  a  summary  will  outline  new 
descriptions  for  the  known  varieties. 

The  same  date  punch  is  common  to  all  1848-0  half  dimes.  The  first  three  digits 
of  this  date  punch  appear  to  have  been  engraved  on  the  same  level  from  one  block. 
This  resulted  in  uniform  stamping.  The  second  8  appears  to  have  been  added, 
clamped  together  with  the  others  for  use.  The  second  8  does  not  match  the  other 
numerals,  appearing  heavier  especially  in  the  top  loop  and  tilting  slightly  to  the 
right. 

The  location  of  the  date  is  the  best  single  indicator  we  have  to  differentiate 
among  the  obverse  dies.  Two  standard  gauges  for  identification  are  the  point  of  the 
shield  and  the  robe  pendant  in  relation  to  digits  of  the  date.  Shield  line  positions  are 
added  in  this  study  in  accordance  with  the  article  by  Stephen  A.  Crane  in  Issue  51 
of  the  journal.  A  brief  review  here  may  be  helpful.  With  the  lines  on  the  shield  below 
the  scroll  numbered  one  to  ten  from  the  left,  the  shield  line  position  is  that 
numbered  line  over  the  right  edge  of  the  1  in  the  date.  If  you  are  not  already  familiar 
with  this  method,  it  is  suggested  that  you  familiarize  yourself  with  it  using  a  straight 
edge  on  the  illustrations.  You  can  then  expand  the  method  to  actual  coins  with  the 
aid  of  a  magnifier.  By  this  method  alone  all  three  of  the  1848-0  obverse  dies  can  be 
correctly  identified. 

Size  of  the  mintmark  is  one  indicator  of  the  reverse  die  variety.  Also  used  are  the 
vertical  position  of  the  mintmark,  its  proximity  to  the  left  and  right  bows,  and  any  tilt 
of  the  mintmark.  For  the  latter  it  is  suggested  that  the  coin  be  held  upright  and  then 
tilted  away  at  the  top,  making  any  tilt  of  the  O  appear  more  evident. 

Although  1848-0  half  dimes  have  never  been  regarded  as  rare,  relatively  few 
listings  include  one.  In  uncirculated  grades  coins  of  this  date  are  only  occasionally 
available,  usually  in  well  publicized  sales.  The  1988  half  dime  condition  census 
survey  published  in  Issue  #41  of  the  journal  listed  only  69  examples  of  the  1 848-0 
half  dime  with  no  detail  on  die  varieties.  Only  21  of  these  coins  were  in  XF  or  better 
condition.  The  writer's  interest  in  this  date  was  aroused  when  he  failed  for  some 
time  to  find  nice  sharp  examples  of  what  were  then  regarded  as  common  coins.  A 
summary  of  the  major  die  features  of  the  eight  known  varieties  of  this  date  is  given 
in  Table  1 .  A  determination  of  the  relative  scarcity  or  rarity  of  the  varieties  would  be 
a  nice  challenge  for  collectors.  Present  knowledge  would  indicate  that  the  varieties 
might  range  from  scarce  to  extremely  rare. 

All  photographs  are  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 
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TABLE  1 

SUMMARY  OF  DIE  USES  FOR  1848-0  HALF  DIMES 


Variety 

Obverse 

SL  Position 

Reverse 

Mintmark 

V-1 

1 

8 

1 

Large 

V-2 

2 

10 

2 

Medium 

V-3 

2 

10 

1 

Large 

V-4 

2 

10 

4 

Small 

V-5 

2 

10 

5 

Small 

V-6 

6 

7 

6 

Large 

V-7 

6 

7 

1 

Large 

V-8 

1 

8 

2 

Medium 

Valentine's  description  of  the  V-1  obverse  includes  this:  "The  end  of  the  shield 
points  to  the  top  of  the  1 ."  The  problem  with  this  statement  is  that  the  shield  in  the 
V-1  illustration  points  well  to  the  left  of  the  vertical  line  of  the  1  and  to  the  flag  of 
the  1 .  On  the  other  hand,  the  shield  on  the  V-6  variety  actually  points  to  the  top  of 
the  1 .  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  Valentine  did  not  distinguish  between  these 
two  varieties  with  the  large  O,  describing  one  and  picturing  the  other.  Other 
differences  will  be  described  later. 

Which  of  the  two  varieties  should  be  recognized  as  V-1 ,  the  one  described  or  the 
one  pictured?  Breen  made  an  addition  to  Valentine's  two  varieties  in  his  supple- 
ment to  the  Valentine  reprint  of  1975.  He  used  B-3  to  designate  a  mule  consisting 
of  the  V-2  obverse  with  the  V-1  reverse.  This  variety  has  the  reverse  as  in  the 
Valentine  V-1  illustration  and  consequently  builds  on  the  illustration  and  not  on  the 
description.  This  article  will  follow  the  same  path.  The  Valentine  illustrations  of  V-1 


1848-0  V-1  A  Half  Dime 


will  be  accepted  as  the  V-1  variety.  The  date  on  the  V-1  variety  is  punched  high  and 
all  numerals  touch  the  base,  as  they  do  on  all  varieties  of  this  date.  The  shield 
points  to  the  flag  at  the  top  left  of  the  1 .  The  pendant  of  the  robe  is  above  the  right 
side  of  the  vertical  line  of  the  4.  The  shield  line  position  is  8.  An  odd  mark, 
diagnostic  of  the  V-1  obverse,  appears  between  stars  4  and  5.  The  V-1  reverse  has 
a  large  O,  low  and  closer  to  the  right  bow  than  to  the  left  bow.  It  may  show  die 
clashes. 

The  writer  has  had  no  success  in  finding  an  XF  or  better  example  of  the  V-1 
variety.  The  only  example  seen  apart  from  the  Valentine  illustrations  is  one  owned 
by  Larry  Briggs  in  Good  condition,  which  is  illustrated.  If  you  wish  more  detail  for 
these  dies,  you  may  refer  to  the  V-8  obverse  or  to  the  V-3  and  V-7  reverses,  other 
uses  of  the  V-1  dies.  The  illustrations  of  Larry's  coin  are  from  a  very  late  die  state 
and  include  a  retained  cud  in  the  reverse  area  of  the  final  A  of  AfvlERiCA  and  the 
right  stem.  The  V-7  appears  to  show  the  beginning  of  this  break  from  the  rim, 
between  two  denticles  and  reaching  the  right  stem.  Since  this  cud  does  not  appear 
in  the  Valentine  illustration  or  on  the  V-3  or  V-7  varieties  using  the  same  die,  it 
would  appear  the  dies  were  mated  a  second  time  after  both  were  used  in  other 
combinations.  This  die  state  is  designated  V-1  A.  This  proof  of  a  later  remating  of 
dies  is  unique  in  the  experience  of  the  writer.  But  as  we  will  find,  other  dies  were 
utilized  a  second,  third  or  fourth  time  in  this  series. 

Valentine's  description  of  the  V-2  obverse  includes  this:  "The  end  of  the  shield 
points  to  the  left  part  of  the  1 ."  More  exactly,  it  points  to  the  left  end  of  the  flag  of 
the  1  at  top.  His  description  of  the  reverse  includes!  "Small  O."  As  Breen  has 
previously  noted  the  O  is  actually  of  medium  size  when  compared  to  those  of  other 
dates  and  is  small  only  as  compared  to  the  mintmark  on  the  V-1  variety. 

Valentine's  illustrations  are  accepted  as  the  V-2  variety.  The  obverse  also 
appears  later  on  the  V-3,  V-4  and  V-5  varieties  and  the  V-2  reverse  appears  on  the 
V-8  variety. 


1848-0  V-2  Half  Dime 
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The  illustrations  are  of  an  AU  example  of  the  V-2.  While  the  Valentine  illustra- 
tions are  adequate  to  recognize  the  variety,  these  and  the  following  close  up  picture 
of  the  date  will  show  for  the  first  time  the  1848  date  punched  over  a  larger  1847. 
Both  a  tip  of  the  flag  and  the  base  of  the  1  show  to  the  left,  as  well  as  an 
indentation  in  the  rock  base  where  the  first  1  was  punched.  The  top  serif  of  the  7  is 
visible  at  the  top  left  of  the  second  8  and  the  vertical  line  of  the  7  shows  in  the  top 
right  side  of  the  upper  loop,  through  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  and  extending 
below  it.  It  is  important  to  note  that  gang  punches  with  all  four  numerals  were  being 
used  to  punch  the  date  into  the  obverse  dies  at  this  time.  If  two  digits  are  visible, 
the  others  can  almost  certainly  be  assumed  to  have  been  visible  at  some  stage  of 
the  die.  Also  visible  is  a  doubling  of  a  smaller  first  8  and  a  suggestion  of  another  1 , 
both  up  and  left  of  the  final  punching. 


1848-0  V-2  Half  Dime 

Recently,  Al  BIythe  was  asked  by  Charles  Woodruff  to  attribute  an  1848-0  half 
dime.  Al  determined  this  to  be  an  example  of  the  V-2.  He  also  noted  a  doubling  of 
the  final  two  digits  and  the  suggestion  of  a  7  under  the  final  8  and  was  preparing  an 
article  on  it.  Al's  picture  of  this  coin  is  shown  below.  In  the  opinion  of  the  writer  it 
supports  a  determination  of  1 848/48  or  an  assumed  1 848/1 848.  This  coin  together 
with  the  one  shown  above  appears  to  support  a  finding  of  1848/1848/1847.  In  the 
case  of  both  coins,  the  final  1848  was  punched  down  and  to  the  right.  There  are 
many  possible  variations  in  die  wear,  die  setups  and  die  polishing  which  may 
account  for  different  strikes  of  the  same  dies.  With  the  interest  we  have  in 
overdates,  perhaps  a  collector  will  find  an  example  of  the  V-2  which  shows  all  these 
punchings  on  one  coin. 
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1848-0  V-2  Half  Dime,  Early  Die  State 


The  1848/1848/1847  overdate  should  be  recognized  only  as  an  early  die  state  of 
the  V-2.  We  have  in  the  past  identified  varieties  by  overdate  or  repunching  of  the 
date,  whereas  these  serve  only  for  a  particular  stage  of  the  die  in  most  cases.  If  the 
purpose  is  to  describe  a  die  variety,  then  the  description  should  serve  for  all  stages 
of  the  die.  While  the  early  die  state  may  be  more  highly  valued,  we  cannot  simply 
dismiss  later  die  states. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  V-2,  the  shield  points  to  the  end  of  the  flag  at  the  top  left 
of  the  1 .  The  pendant  of  the  robe  is  above  the  left  side  of  the  vertical  line  of  the  4. 
The  shield  line  position  is  10.  The  reverse  has  a  medium  O,  well  centered  just 
slightly  closer  to  the  left  bow  than  to  the  right  bow  and  leaning  just  slightly  to  the 
right.  It  may  show  die  clashing.  A  light  die  crack  extends  from  the  edge  through  E  of 
AMERICA  and  to  a  leaf  cluster. 

The  best  examples  of  V-2  known  to  the  writer  include  a  choice  uncirculated  coin 
and  several  in  the  AU  range.  Also,  a  gem  example  was  advertised  for  sale  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  by  Bowers  and  Merena  for  Autumn,  1991.  This  coin  could  be 
attributed  from  the  illustrations. 

Since  the  V-2  obverse  appears  later  on  the  V-3,  V-4  and  V-5  varieties,  it  might  be 
assumed  that  the  V-2  reverse  die  failed.  However,  we  will  find  that  it  was 
resurrected  with  an  enlarged  die  crack  and  used  for  the  V-8  variety. 
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1848-0  V-3  Half  Dime 


The  V-3  variety  is  a  mule  first  described  by  Breen  which  he  called  B-3.  It  consists 
of  the  V-2  obverse  and  the  V-1  reverse.  The  term  V-3  is  used  here  only  for 
uniformity  and  to  avoid  misunderstanding  or  confusion.  Unfortunately,  if  other 
letters  are  used  there  is  a  natural  question  as  to  whether  the  same  system  of 
identification  is  being  followed.  It  appears  evident  to  the  writer  that  Breen  meant  his 
B-3  variety  to  follow  in  sequence  after  the  two  Valentine  varieties. 

The  illustrations  are  of  a  choice  AU  example.  The  obverse  reveals  wear  on  the 
die  used  previously  for  V-2.  There  are  also  breaks  in  the  collar  which  allowed  metal 
to  flow  out  and  over  the  rim  in  small  cuds  from  about  1 1  o'clock  to  2  o'clock.  You 
might  think  of  these  as  small  developed  defects  in  an  enclosure  designed  to  control 
metal  flow,  much  like  faults  in  the  earth's  crust  allow  lava  to  escape.  A  light  die 
crack  extends  from  star  2  to  star  3  and  another  connects  the  final  five  stars.  Yet 
another  connects  all  the  digits  of  the  date.  Only  a  suggestion  of  the  serif  of  the  7 
and  the  doubling  inside  the  4  remain  of  the  overdate  described  for  V-2.  The  reverse, 
same  as  that  on  the  V-7,  has  a  large  O,  low  and  closer  to  the  right  bow  than  to  the 
left  bow.  It  also  has  die  clashes. 

Breen's  description  of  the  variety  was  made  from  an  example  in  the  Eliasberg 
collection.  This  example,  the  example  pictured  here  and  three  other  AU's  are  the 
only  higher  grade  examples  known  to  the  writer.  With  the  current  means  of 
identification  now  available  there  is  no  reason  why  others  should  not  be  found  even 
though  the  variety  may  prove  to  be  scarce. 

Since  the  obverse  die  was  used  again  for  the  V-4  and  V-5  varieties,  it  might  be 
assumed  that  the  V-3  reverse  die  failed.  However,  we  will  find  that  it  was 
resurrected  and  used  again  for  the  V-7  variety. 

The  discovery  of  the  V-4  small  O  variety  is  credited  to  W.  W.  Neil  before  1927. 
It  has  been  regarded  as  rare  ever  since,  usually  in  the  R-7  category  and  this  rarity 
rating  has  been  reflected  by  prices  at  auctions.  When  Breen  wrote  his  supplement 
for  the  Valentine  reprint,  he  called  it  B-4  and  wrote  that  he  had  seen  only  the 
example  in  the  Eliasberg  collection.  Later  in  his  Encyclopedia  he  called  it  B-6.  The 
term  V-4  is  used  here  as  a  normal  sequence  to  V-2  and  V-3,  both  of  which  share  the 
same  obverse. 
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1848-0  V-4  Half  Dime 


The  reverse  of  the  V-4  appears  in  at  least  three  die  states.  V-4  has  an  uncracked 
die  reverse.  V-4A  has  a  die  crack  over  UNITED  and  ME  of  AMERICA.  V-4B  shows 
the  latter  break  as  a  cud  from  the  upper  part  of  ME  to  the  edge.  Because  of  the 
severe  damage  to  the  die  at  the  V-4B  stage,  it  is  doubtful  that  the  die  saw  further 
service  for  another  variety. 

The  illustrations  shown  are  of  a  very  choice  uncirculated  coin  at  the  V-4A  die 
stage.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  show  die  clashing.  The  small  cuds  on  the 
obverse  rim,  as  described  for  V-3,  now  extend  in  some  degree  from  1 1  o'clock  to  7 
o'clock.  The  light  die  cracks  as  on  V-3  appear  to  be  the  same.  As  on  V-3,  only  a 
suggestion  of  the  serif  of  the  7  and  doubling  inside  the  4  remain  of  the  overdate 
described  for  V-2.  The  small  O  on  the  reverse  is  comparable  in  size  to  the  mintmark 
on  the  1 844-0  V-2  variety  but  this  is  not  the  same  die.  The  O  is  well  centered  left  to 
right  and  slightly  below  center  vertically.  A  light  die  crack  connects  all  letters  of 
UNITED  across  the  top  and  another  connects  ME  of  AMERICA.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  the  reverse  die  was  prepared  for  an  earlier  year  and  remained  unused. 

The  MS-64  example  pictured  is  from  Auction  '88  and  was  for  some  time  the  best 
of  the  variety  known  to  the  writer,  except  for  an  example  sold  by  Paramount  in 
Auction  '85  which  may  be  better.  Another  MS-64  example  has  since  appeared.  The 
1991  Chicago  Sale  pictured  an  MS-66  example  which  was  mistakenly  attributed  as 
a  V-2  by  someone  relying  on  the  misleading  Valentine  description.  If  the  buyer  of 
this  coin  does  not  already  know,  he  may  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  a  V-4, 
possibly  the  finest  known  example  of  the  variety.  More  recently,  an  MS-65  example 
was  offered  for  sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  their  auction  sale  of  September, 
1992.  This  coin  was  pictured  but  not  attributed  in  the  catalogue.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  learn  how  many  of  this  variety  are  in  the  hands  of  collectors.  Larry 
Briggs  has  had  a  particular  interest  in  this  date.  Of  nine  circulated  examples  he  had 
recently,  three  were  of  the  V-4  variety.  With  this  many  examples  known  to  one 
person,  it  is  clearly  time  to  question  whether  the  variety  is  as  rare  as  has  generally 
been  believed. 
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1848-0  V-5  Half  Dime 


The  V-5  variety  consists  of  the  V-2  obverse  with  a  small  O  reverse  different  from 
the  V-4.  The  O  of  V-5  is  located  to  the  left  of  center  closer  to  the  left  bow  than  to 
the  right  bow  and  it  tilts  slightly  to  the  left.  It  is  well  located  vertically  and  is  higher 
than  the  O  mintmark  on  the  V-4.  In  the  absence  of  an  accepted  Valentine  number 
this  variety  has  been  known  as  something  like  "small  O  left". 

Neil  is  credited  with  the  discovery  of  this  second  small  O  variety  as  well  as  the 
first.  Those  who  have  studied  this  series  generally  believed  there  was  a  second 
small  O  variety.  But  with  all  the  uncertainties  involved,  there  is  bound  to  be 
skepticism  until  the  two  varieties  are  actually  seen.  This  doubt  was  shared  by  the 
writer  through  about  ten  years  of  watching  ads  and  sales  until  recently  when  four 
examples  of  the  variety  become  known. 

V-5  clearly  shows  a  later  use  of  the  obverse  die.  In  both  the  V-3  and  V-4  uses  of 
the  die,  there  is  a  die  crack  through  the  lower  half  of  the  date.  In  V-5  this  crack  is 
still  lightly  present,  but  there  is  a  somewhat  heavier  die  crack  beginning  near  the 
top  of  the  1 ,  running  through  the  top  loop  of  the  first  8  and  extending  to  the  second 
8.  The  rim  cuds  noted  for  V-3  and  V-4  are  totally  absent  on  the  V-5.  This  means  only 
that  the  collar  used  for  the  earlier  examples  had  been  replaced  and  the  flow  of 
metal  contained.  The  wire  rim  on  V-5  indicates  a  nearly  perfect  alignment  of  die  and 
collar.  As  with  the  V-4,  the  reverse  die  is  generally  believed  to  have  been  prepared 
for  an  earlier  date  and  remained  unused. 

The  V-5  example  pictured  here  has  been  known  to  its  last  three  owners  as 
perhaps  unique  for  its  grade,  and  it  was  certified  MS-63  for  preservation.  Unfortu- 
nately encasement  in  plastic  is  not  compatible  with  good  photography,  so  it  has 
been  broken  out  in  order  to  share  it  with  the  hobby.  Previously,  the  coin  had  been 
shown  only  to  Walter  Breen. 

The  Reverse  5  pictured  is  quite  probably  a  very  late  die  strike.  An  interesting 
and  rather  unusual  feature  of  the  coin  is  a  counter-clockwise  rotation  of  approxi- 
mately 20  degrees.  Two  die  cracks  show  prominently  through  the  rim  and  denticles 
on  the  right  side  at  about  four  and  five  o'clock.  More  serious  for  the  expected  life  of 
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the  die  are  die  cracks  through  the  rim  above  ED  of  UNITED,  which  give  an 
indication  of  a  developing  cud.  Cracks  through  denticles  extend  in  both  directions 
from  these  and  appear  to  indicate  a  crumbling  of  the  edge  of  the  die.  Another 
example  shows  no  die  cracks  on  the  right  side  and  only  faint  cracks  between  two 
pairs  of  denticles  on  the  left  side.  It  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  to  find  an 
uncracked  reverse  example  as  well  as  others  in  various  states  of  deterioration  and 
ending  with  a  cud  as  occurred  on  the  V-4.  We  can  guess  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  that  both  the  \/-4  and  V-S  reverses  were  short-lived  and  this  resulted  in  the 
rarity  of  both  varieties.  Breakage  of  both  dies  suggests  a  brittleness  resulting  from 
either  harsh  quenching  during  hardening  or  a  failure  to  properly  "draw"  or  temper 
the  die  after  quenching  in  order  to  restore  some  toughness. 

Larry  Briggs  has  looked  for  1848-0  half  dimes  for  some  time  and  has  two 
circulated  examples  of  the  V-5.  Al  BIythe  has  recently  found  another.  Both  agree 
that  V-5  is  much  more  rare  than  V-4,  but  the  true  ratio  is  so  far  undetermined.  A 
possible  argument  that  the  variety  may  be  more  easily  found  than  is  presently 
believed  is  that  few  people  have  been  looking  for  it  and  consequently  many 
examples  of  the  variety  may  have  been  lumped  together  with  the  V-4.  However, 
present  opinion  would  indicate  that  the  V-5  variety  is  possibly  R-7,  with  uncirculated 
examples  R-8  and  the  example  pictured  here  perhaps  unique. 


1848-0  V-6  Half  Dime 


V-6  is  the  variety  which  may  have  been  described  by  Valentine  as  V-1  but 
illustrated  by  another  variety  which  we  are  recognizing  as  V-1.  This  possibility  is 
given  more  credence  by  the  fact  that  the  writer  has  found  the  V-6  to  be  more 
common.  It  has  been  possible  to  correctly  identify  the  first  five  varieties  by  using  all 
previously  known  material.  However,  V-6  is  another  separate  variety  not  previously 
distinguished  from  V-1.  Stephen  A.  Crane  recently  mentioned  the  third  obverse  in 
his  article  on  shield  lines  in  Issue  #51  of  the  journal.  This  variety  may  have  been 
referred  to  as  well  by  Neil,  but  was  his  reference  to  V-6,  V-3,  or  V-7? 

With  the  information  most  collectors  have  had  available,  it  is  likely  that  a  large  O 
coin  has  been  considered  a  V-1  if  attributed.  It  is  now  necessary  to  distinguish 
among  V-1,  V-3,  V-6  and  V-7.  The  differences  should  be  quite  evident  from  the 
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descriptions  and  the  illustrations.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  V-6  are 
peculiar  to  the  variety  and  do  not  repeat  earlier  die  uses.  The  V-6  obverse  die  was 
used  again  with  the  V-1  and  V-3  reverse  die  to  create  the  V-7  variety. 

The  illustrations  are  of  a  gem  uncirculated  coin.  All  stars  are  outlined  as  by  a 
surrounding  border,  with  stars  5  and  6  more  pronounced  in  this  respect  than  the 
others.  While  all  the  varieties  have  these  apparent  defects,  they  are  most  pro- 
nounced on  the  V-6  and  V-1 .  The  shield  points  to  the  top  of  the  vertical  line  of  the 
1  and  specifically  to  the  right  side  of  that  line.  The  pendant  of  the  robe  is  above  the 
serif  of  the  4  on  the  extreme  right.  The  shield  line  position  is  7.  Denticles  on  the  left 
are  poorly  struck  and  appear  flattened.  The  first  8  of  the  date  merges  with  the  rock 
base  and  it  appears  the  top  loop  is  either  extremely  thin  or  broken  at  its  top.  The 
large  O  on  the  reverse  is  well  centered  low,  equidistant  from  the  left  and  right  bows 
but  tilting  very  slightly  to  the  left.  The  A  of  HALF  is  especially  weak  and  the  two  leaf 
clusters  at  the  top  left  are  more  weakly  struck  than  the  others. 

An  apparent  conflict  should  probably  be  mentioned.  Al  BIythe's  recent  book 
"The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes"  calls  the  new  large  O  variety 
V-5.  The  writer  accepts  responsibility  for  this  as  Al  consulted  him  when  the  book 
was  being  prepared.  At  the  time,  the  writer  called  the  variety  V-5  since  he  had  not 
yet  seen  an  example  of  the  second  small  O  variety.  It  later  appeared  the  second 
small  O  variety  merited  the  V-5  designation  from  a  sequential  point  of  view.  This  is 
both  an  apology  to  Al  for  misleading  him  with  an  incomplete  study  and  an 
expression  of  appreciation  for  his  confidence  in  the  writer's  experience  with  this 
series.  Al  is  working  on  a  revision  which  will  use  the  designations  used  in  this 
article. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  V-6  will  prove  to  be  more  easily  found  than  V-1 . 
Two  other  examples  graded  MS-64  are  known.  One  of  these  is  available,  preferably 
in  exchange  for  a  V-1 .  Also,  a  certified  gem  example  has  been  tentatively  attributed 
by  telephone,  using  the  descriptions  available  here. 

Since  the  V-6  obverse  die  was  used  again,  a  natural  assumption  might  be  that 
the  V-6  reverse  die  failed.  However,  with  the  multiple  uses  we  have  found  for  other 
dies,  this  is  by  no  means  assured  at  this  time. 


1848-0  V-7  Half  Dime 
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The  V-7  variety  is  a  mule  consisting  of  the  V-6  obverse  and  the  reverse  of  the  V- 
1  and  V-3.  Like  the  \/-6,  it  has  not  been  described  previously. 

It  is  clear  that  the  V-7  includes  a  later  strike  of  the  V-6  obverse  die.  The  strike  is 
not  as  deep  and  part  of  the  die  clashes  and  defects  around  the  stars  have  been 
reduced  by  die  polishing.  The  left  denticles,  flattened  on  the  V-6,  have  deteriorated 
further  and  most  of  them  merge.  The  reverse  die  had  probably  been  used  first  to 
strike  the  V-3  variety.  Apparently  the  die  had  been  put  aside  for  a  while  as  it  shows 
quite  a  bit  of  rust,  especially  on  the  right  side,  and  includes  some  erosion  on  the  O 
mintmark.  There  are  also  short  die  cracks  from  some  of  the  letters  to  the  rim  and 
one  from  the  right  stem.  After  coinage  of  the  V-3  was  halted,  the  obverse  die  was 
used  again  for  the  V-4.  Apparently  at  that  time  the  reverse  die  of  the  V-3  was 
considered  worn  and  was  to  be  discarded.  It  would  appear  the  reverse  die  was 
brought  out  again  in  an  effort  to  squeeze  out  a  bit  more  production  while  utilizing 
the  good  V-6  obverse.  The  reverse  die  was  used  yet  again  to  strike  the  V-1 A  when 
the  V-1  dies  were  mated  a  second  time. 

The  example  illustrated  is  from  Stack's  May,  1992  sale  where  it  could  be 
attributed  from  the  catalogue  illustrations.  It  was  sold  earlier  as  a  gem  BU  in  Stack's 
Lester  Merkin  sale  of  September,  1968.  It  was  described  there  as  a  V-1  with  the 
reverse  cracked,  clashed  and  rusted.  Recognition  of  the  V-7  as  a  new  variety  was 
possible  only  after  reliable  descriptions  of  the  various  dies  were  developed.  This  V- 
7  is  presently  the  only  example  of  the  variety  known  to  the  writer.  It  is  unlikely  to  be 
found  in  large  numbers. 


1848-0  V-8  Half  Dime 


The  V-8  variety  is  a  mule  consisting  of  the  V-1  obverse  and  the  V-2  medium  O 
reverse.  As  with  the  V-7,  only  one  example  has  been  seen  by  the  writer  and  it  was 
recognized  by  joining  together  known  descriptions  of  the  dies.  In  his  Encyclopedia 
Breen  states  that  there  are  at  least  three  medium  O  varieties.  If  this  is  accepted, 
then  there  is  at  least  one  more  medium  O  variety  of  this  date. 

The  illustrations  are  of  a  choice  uncirculated  coin  from  a  Stack's  sale  via  Larry 
Briggs.  As  in  Valentine's  V-1  obverse  illustration,  the  apparent  doubling  around  the 
stars  is  quite  pronounced.  The  V-2  reverse  on  V-8  is  clearly  a  later  strike.  While  the 
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V-2  illustration  shows  a  very  light  die  crack  from  the  edge  through  E  of  AMERICA  to 
a  leaf  cluster,  V-8  shows  this  crack  extended  through  that  leaf  cluster  to  the  one 
below  it  and  then  through  the  last  A  of  AMERICA  and  the  right  stem  to  the  edge. 
There  are  additional  cracks  from  some  of  the  letters.  One  would  believe  that  the  die 
was  approaching  the  end  of  its  usefulness  and  may  have  been  pressed  into  service 
to  extend  production.  On  the  other  hand,  the  obverse  die  appears  to  be  in  very 
good  condition  and  capable  of  some  other  use  not  yet  found. 

If  a  third  medium  O  variety  exists,  the  most  likely  combination  of  dies  would  be 
the  V-6  obverse  with  the  V-2  reverse.  If  such  a  coin  was  struck,  its  mintage  might 
have  preceded  that  of  the  V-8. 

SUMMARY  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  1848-0  HALF  DIMES 

V-1.  Obv.  SL-8.  Date  as  in  all  1848-0  half  dimes  with  second  8  heavier  and 
leaning  slightly  to  the  right.  Date  is  high  with  all  numerals  touching  the 
base.  Shield  point  above  flag  at  top  left  of  the  1.  Robe  pendant  above  the 
right  side  of  the  vertical  line  of  the  4. 

Rev.  Large  O  low,  closer  to  the  right  bow  than  to  the  left  bow.  May  have  a 
retained  cud  in  area  of  A3  and  right  stem  which  appears  in  examples  struck 
with  remated  dies  designated  as  V-1  A. 

V-2.  Obv.  SL-10.  Shield  point  above  the  end  of  the  flag  at  top  of  the  1.  May 
show  some  die  state  of  1848/1848/1847.  Robe  pendant  above  the  left  top 
of  the  vertical  line  of  the  4. 

Rev.  Medium  O  well  centered,  slightly  closer  to  the  left  bow  than  to  the  right 
bow  and  tilted  slightly  to  the  right.  Light  die  crack  at  E  of  AMERICA. 

V-3.  Obv.  Die  of  V-2  with  SL-10.  May  show  cuds  on  rim  from  about  1 1  o'clock  to  2 
o'clock.  May  show  light  die  crack  between  stars  2  and  3  and  another  con- 
necting last  five  stars. 

Rev.  Die  of  V-1 .  Probably  shows  die  clashes. 
V-4.  Obv.  Die  of  V-2  and  V-3  with  SL-10.  Defects  on  rim  may  now  extend  from  1 1 
o'clock  to  7  o'clock.  Die  cracks  probably  as  on  V-3. 

Rev.  Small  O  of  same  size  as  on  1844-0  V-2  half  dime,  well  centered,  slightly 
low.  May  have  no  die  cracks  (V-4),  die  crack  at  top  of  all  letters  of  UNITED  and 
another  across  top  of  ME  of  AMERICA  (V-4A),  or  a  heavy  cud  over  ME  of 
AMERICA  (V-4B). 

V-5.  Obv.  Die  of  V-2,  V-3  and  V-4  with  SL-10.  No  rim  cuds. 

Rev.  Small  O  left  of  center,  closer  to  left  bow  than  to  right  bow.  May  show  die 

cracks  to  right  and  crumbling  of  rim  to  left. 
V-6.  Obv.  SL-7.  Shield  points  to  top  of  vertical  line  of  1 .  Robe  pendant  above  serif 

on  the  extreme  right  of  the  4.  First  8  merges  at  top  with  base  and  appears 

extremely  thin  or  broken  at  top  of  the  loop.  Denticles  on  left  appear  flattened. 

Rev.  Large  O  well  centered  low,  equidistant  from  left  and  right  bows,  but 

tilting  slightly  to  left.  The  A  of  HALF  may  be  weakly  struck  as  may  also  the  top 

two  leaf  clusters  on  the  left. 
V-7.  Obv.  Die  of  V-6  with  SL-7  Denticles  on  left  flattened  and  merged. 

Rev.  Later  strike  of  V-1  and  V-3,  with  short  die  cracks  and  rust. 
V-8.  Obv.  Die  of  V-1  with  SL-8. 

Rev.  Die  of  V-2  with  medium  O.  Die  crack  at  E  of  AMERICA  now  extended 
through  leaf  cluster  to  second  A  of  AMERICA,  to  right  stem  and  to  edge. 
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COMMENTS 

The  writer  is  Indebted  to  Larry  Briggs  for  making  possible  the  completion  of  this 
study.  He  has  been  most  generous  In  sharing  his  expertise,  and  In  providing  his 
coins  for  study.  His  knowledge  comes  from  a  long  Interest  In  this  date,  In  his  case 
just  one  of  many  Interests. 

We  may  never  find  another  date  with  so  many  duplications  of  die  uses  in 
varieties.  After  having  found  so  many,  there  is  a  suspicion  that  there  may  be  more. 
One  way  of  determining  the  possibility  of  additional  varieties  would  be  to  match  the 
three  obverse  dies  with  so  far  undiscovered  uses  of  the  reverses.  In  this  process, 
the  V-4  and  V-5  reverses  might  be  Ignored  since  both  showed  extreme  wear.  We  are 
then  left  with  the  following  possible  die  combinations:  obverse  1  with  reverse  6, 
obverse  2  with  reverse  6  and  obverse  6  with  reverse  2.  If  the  writer  can  be  of 
assistance  In  attributing  any  varieties  of  this  date,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  or 
call. 

There  is  not  enough  Information  available  at  this  time  to  rank  the  eight  varieties 
as  to  rarity.  However,  V-2,  V-3,  V-4  and  V-6  appear  to  be  easier  to  find  than  the 
other  four.  An  opinion  that  V-5  Is  extremely  rare  has  already  been  expressed.  V-1 
could  be  another  in  this  class  judging  from  the  writer's  experience.  V-7  and  V-8  are 
mules  which  in  all  probability  no  one  has  been  looking  for.  Each  could  end  up  as 
extremely  rare  or  they  could  turn  out  to  be  something  less  than  R-7  now  that 
collectors  have  the  information  to  properly  Identify  them. 


WANTED 

I  would  like  to  purchase  high  grade  examples  of  ihc  rare  Carson  City  Scaled  coinage. 

DIMES 

1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC,  1874-CC 

Extremely  Fine  40  and  belter 
QUARTERS 

1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC 

Extremely  Fine  40  and  betlcr 
HALF  DOLLARS 

1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC,  1874-CC,  1878-CC 

Extremely  Fine  45  and  bellcr 

Coins  must  be  problem  free  and  original.  I  will  purchase  coins  raw  or  slabbed  by 
PCGS  or  NGC.  If  raw,  coins  must  be  capable  of  being  encapsulated.  Accurate 
grading  is  a  must.  I  will  pay  very  sirong  prices  for  very  nice  coins. 

DOUGLAS  WINTER  LSCC#010 
PNG  #399  Telephone  (214)  522-2802 
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Choice  Seated  Coins  From  Brian 

The  following  list  is  only  a  small  portion  of  my  current  inventory.  Please  call  or 
write  for  a  complete  listing. 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-  0    VG,  Large  0    S625 

1840-  0    VF,  Large  0   55 

1852-0    PCGS,  VF-30   110 

1864      FA'F.  rare    400 

1864-S    VF   80 

1866  AU,  even  toning   585 

1866-S    AU,  light  toning   250 

1867  ANACS  VF-20/20,  a  few  light 
marks,  old  cleaning   400 

1871-  S    XF/AU   70 

DIMES 

1838-0    ANACS  XF-45    $625 

1845-0    VF,  toned   140 

1850-  0    Flne+,  Small  o   37 

1851-  0    VF   65 

1853      VF-20,  NA,  choice    135 

1856  Sm.  Ot,  VF,  double  die  obv ...  25 

1858-  S    VF-   185 

1859-  S    Fine,  iatk  toning   185 

1860-  0    ANACS  VF-20    1150 

1864  Fine,  old  cleaning,  trace 

of  roughness   265 

1864-S    VF   50 

1865  Good,  rare   225 

1866  PCGS  Proof-60   595 

1870      XF.  0/0   60 

1872      VF,  2  in  tock    35 

1872-  S    XF+,  sharp   225 

1889  XF,  doubled  die  reverse, 

old  cleaning   45 

1889-S    AU,  Medium  S   225 


QUARTERS 

1842      Lg.Dt,  VG,  gem  for  grade   $95 

1847  VF,  Var  3-C,  extra  8  in  rock  ...  37 

1853      3/4,  Good    32 

1855-S    VG,  full  LIBERTY   40 

1855-S    VG,  Large  S/Small  s,  toned    65 

1862-S    VF,  dirty  toning    185 

1865      VG,  uneven  toning    60 

1865-  S    Fine    145 

18B6-S    VF,  nice   550 

1868      VF,  gem  for  grade   285 

1870      VF   135 

1873-S    F/VF   95 

1879      VF,  choice   235 

1890  VF,  choice   90 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841  VF,  nice    $140 

1842  Small  Date,  VF,  nice   70 

1845      AU,  dipped   195 

1852       AU   785 

1852-0    XF,  choice,  rare   425 

1858-0    VF,  8  in  rock    48 

1861-0   VF^,  Confederate  obverse   175 

1866-  S    Ch.VF,  no  motto    265 

1870-S    XF,  nice  toning   115 

1870-S    AU,  very  tough  this  nice   325 

1873      NA,  AU,  CLosed  3   225 

1873      ARR,  G/VG.  quad  stripes   30 

1876-CC  Abt  XF-35,  Large  CC,  rare   135 

1882      AU,  ex-proof,  nice  cameo   435 

1884      VF.  nice    365 

1891  Ch.XF++,  nice    145 


BUYING:  Scarce  dates  and  varieties. 

TERMS:   All  coins  are  problem  free  unless  indicated  othenwise.  21  day 

return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  on 
all  orders.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Strict  grading! 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC#716 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  Colorado  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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1877-S  Seated  Dime  Varieties 
by 

Gerry  Fortin 

The  1877-S  dime  has  become  my  target  for  die  variety  analysis  during  the  past 
year.  With  a  mintage  of  2.34  million  pieces,  this  date  attracted  my  attention 
because  I  felt  that  with  patience  I  could  expect  to  isolate  numerous  minor  varieties 
for  this  issue.  Maybe  even  a  blundered  date  was  waiting  to  be  discovered  and 
properly  identified.  And  then  there  was  always  the  quiet  hope  of  finding  an  example 
of  this  date  with  the  Type  1  reverse  with  a  single  flip  of  a  coin. 

In  his  "Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes",  Kam  Ahwash 
listed  only  two  varieties  for  the  1877-S  dime.  Furthermore,  this  date  is  considered 
underrated  by  authors  who  have  published  information  on  the  Seated  dime  series  in 
the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Survey  reports  on  the  dime  series  published  by  both 
McCloskey  and  Searcy  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  have  indicated  low 
frequency  counts  for  this  date.  Brian  Greer  recently  described  the  1 877-S  dime  as 
"one  of  the  most  challenging  common  dates  to  locate"  in  his  recently  published 
book  on  the  dime  series.  Fortunately,  with  the  help  of  Harry  Smith,  I  was  able  to 
overcome  this  scarcity  problem  by  locating  a  small  hoard  of  25  coins  of  this  date 
ranging  in  grade  from  VG  to  EF.  This  significantly  augmented  the  group  of  five 
pieces  that  I  had  already  accumulated  during  the  past  four  years. 


Die  Identification 

The  identification  of  With  Drapery  obverse  die  varieties  typically  uses  the  date 
placement  as  a  major  diagnostic  point  since  all  other  obverse  features  are  hubbed. 
Shifts  in  the  placement  of  the  1  digit  in  the  date  with  respect  to  the  vertical  lines  in 
the  obverse  shield  have  been  described  by  Ahwash  and  fVlcCloskey.  This  shield 
position  (SP)  method  utilizes  an  imaginary  line  to  determine  the  position  of  the  flag 
of  the  1  in  the  date  in  relation  to  the  vertical  shield  lines.  This  SP  method  was  easy 
to  use  at  a  busy  coin  show  but  my  study  of  the  1877-S  dimes  revealed  that  it  lacked 
the  ability  to  differentiate  subtle  date  placement  shifts.  The  distance  between  pairs 
of  vertical  shield  lines  provides  simply  too  much  opportunity  for  measurement  error. 

During  past  conversations  with  Brian  Greer,  an  alternative  approach  to  the  SP 
method  for  the  determination  of  the  date  placement  has  been  discussed.  Brian  has 
recommended  that  the  measurement  on  the  1  digit  be  shifted  from  the  shield  stripes 
to  the  denticles  below  the  date.  A  description  of  Brian's  method  will  be  given  below 
with  photographs  utilized  for  clarification. 


The  Denticle  Ruler  Identification  Method 

The  denticle  ruler  (DR)  identification  method  is  a  two  step  process.  First,  the 
collector  sights  an  imaginary  vertical  line  from  the  point  of  the  shield  down  to  the 
denticle  directly  below  it.  This  denticle  now  becomes  the  point  of  reference  for 
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Denticle  Ruler  Measurement  Technique  DR-1 R 


measurements  and  is  assigned  a  0  position.  Denticles  immediately  to  the  right  of 
this  reference  denticle  are  numbered  1,2,3,  etc.  Denticles  immediately  to  the  left 
of  the  reference  denticle  are  given  position  assignments  -1,  -2,  -3,  etc.  These 
numbered  denticles  now  act  as  a  ruler  for  date  placement  measurements.  The  1  in 
the  date  can  then  be  measured  by  establishing  the  placement  of  the  left  foot  of  the 
1  with  respect  to  the  numbered  denticle.  Secondly,  measurement  accuracy  can  be 
improved  by  subdividing  the  denticles  into  left,  center  and  right  subpoints.  A 
position  where  the  left  base  of  the  1  Is  centered  directly  between  two  denticles  can 
also  be  utilized  for  further  refinement.  The  classification  of  date  placement  would 
then  take  the  form  of  DR-1R  for  a  left  foot  position  over  the  right  section  of  the  1 
denticle.  The  label  DR-0B1  signifies  a  left  foot  position  between  the  0  and  1 
denticles.  A  little  practice  is  needed  to  become  proficient  with  this  measurement  but 
once  it  is  mastered,  this  tool  becomes  very  useful  in  die  variety  analysis. 

In  Table  1  I  have  listed  the  various  obverse  dies  identified  while  studying  my 
small  hoard  of  1877-S  dimes.  Overall,  a  total  of  1 1  different  obverses  are  listed  with 
their  attributes.  The  Ahwash  designations  of  A-1,  A-2,  etc.  have  been  used  to 
identify  each  new  obverse  die.  The  obverse  die  attributes  for  shield  position,  date 
placement  by  the  denticle  ruler  method  and  the  legend  integrity  for  the  first  S  in 
STATES  and  the  O  in  OF  are  also  presented.  It  was  found  that  the  listing  of  broken 
or  partially  broken  S  and  O  letters  in  the  legend  was  useful  in  facilitating  die 
identification.  Additional  observations  were  made  when  necessary  to  complete  the 
die  descriptions. 
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Table  1 

1877-S  Obverse  Dies 


Dbverse 

Shield 

Date 

Quality  of 

Quality  of 

Additional 

Die 

Position 

Placement 

First  S  in  STATES 

O  in  OF 

Observations 

A-1 

SP-8 

DR-1L 

Partial 

Broken 

Obverse  crack 

A-2 

SP-8 

DR-1C 

Broken 

Broken 

Recut  18 

A-3 

SP-8 

DR-1L 

Broken 

Partial 

A-4 

SP-7 

DR-OR 

Full 

Full 

A-5 

SP-8 

DR-1R 

Broken 

Broken 

A-6 

SP-7 

DR-0B1 

Broken 

Partial 

A  7 

CD  Q  K 

nD  1  DO 

Un- 1 

Broken 

C.  ill 

hull 

Uie  defect  at 

A-8 

SP-8 

DR-1C 

Full 

Full 

A-9 

SP-7 

DR-0B1 

Broken 

Full 

A-10 

SP-7 

DR-OR 

Broken 

Broken 

Last  7  recut  up 

A-11 

SP-8 

DR-1C 

Broken 

Broken 

1877-S  A-4  Dime,  DR-OR 
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Table  2 
1877-S  Reverse  Dies 


Percent 

Reverse      Mintmark         of  Segment 
Die  Size  Left  &  Right 

of  Mintmark 


A  (A-W 

Qmall  Q 
Olildll  o 

DU  - 

hU 

B  (A-2) 

Small  Thick  S 

70- 

30 

C 

Small  S 

50- 

50 

D 

Small  S 

60- 

40 

E 

Medium  Thick  S 

60- 

40 

F 

Small  S 

60- 

40 

G 

Small  S 

60- 

40 

H 

Small  S 

50- 

50 

1 

Medium  Thick  S 

80- 

20 

J 

Small  Thick  S 

60- 

40 

Percent 

of  Mintmark  Additional 
Above  Base  Observations 
of  Ribbon 

20 

40  Die  defect  in  wreath  at  8:00 
20  Mintmark  tilts  left 

60 

30    Die  file  marks  under  N  in  ONE 

50      Dot  on  lower  left  of  corn  ear 

40 

20 

30 

60 


The  reverse  dies  were  classified  by  their  die  characteristics  and  the  results  given 
in  Table  2.  John  McCloskey  presented  a  very  timely  technique  for  identifying  San 
Francisco  mint  dies  in  Issue  #54  of  the  journal.  This  quantitative  procedure  utilizes 
segment  length  estimations  between  the  mintmark  and  the  left  and  right  ribbon 
ends.  Further  information  can  be  collected  by  the  analysis  of  segment  lengths 
above  and  below  the  mintmark  and  the  mintmark  position  with  respect  to  a  line 
connecting  the  base  of  the  ribbon  ends.  The  reverse  dies  of  the  1877-S  dime  are 
classified  using  this  technique.  The  reverse  dies  are  identified  by  letters  starting 
with  the  letter  A.  Mintmarks  are  identified  by  two  size  designations,  a  Small  S 
mintmark  that  measures  0.8  mm  tall  and  a  Medium  S  mintmark  that  measures  0.9 
mm  tall.  Both  of  these  mintmarks  are  illustrated  with  photographs.  In  his  "Encyclo- 
pedia of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins"  Breen  describes  the  Medium  S  as  a  taller  narrow 
S  for  the  1 877-S  entries.  However,  since  both  mintmarks  have  very  similar  outlines, 
it  is  possible  that  die  preparation  could  have  caused  these  size  differences  rather 
than  two  different  mintmark  punches.  Additional  comments  have  been  made  where 
necessary  to  complete  the  description  of  the  reverse  die. 
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This  project  would  not  be  complete  without  an  attempt  to  provide  a  listing  of  the 
obverse  and  reverse  die  pairings.  The  results  of  these  findings  are  provided  in 
Table  3. 

Conclusions 

The  identification  of  1 1  obverse  dies  for  the  1877-S  dime  appears  in  line  with  the 
mintage  for  this  date.  This  information  gives  us  a  reasonable  guideline  of  200,000 
pieces  per  die  for  dates  with  high  mintages.  Finally,  I  would  like  to  state  that  the 
denticle  ruler  technique  for  date  placement  and  the  identification  of  broken  or 
partial  S  and  O  letters  in  the  legend  were  both  necessary  features  for  the  quick 
identification  of  the  obverse  dies  of  the  1877-S  dimes.  Coins  grading  as  low  as  VG 
could  easily  be  identified  with  this  information.  I  highly  recommend  the  denticle 
ruler  technique  for  the  dime  specialist  studying  Seated  dimes. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  excellent  photographs  of  the  1 877-S 
dimes. 


Table  3 

1877-S  Die  Pairings 

Obverse  Reverse 
Dies  Dies 


A-1 

A 

A-2 

B  ,  C 

A-3 

C 

A-4 

D 

A-5 

E 

A-6 

F 

A-7 

G 

A-8 

H  ,  1  ,  J 

A-9 

B 

A-10 

F 

A-11 

E 
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FUN  Convention  1993 


I  would  like  to  report  that  there  was  good  floor  activity  for  collector  coins  in  all 
Seated  series  at  the  recent  FUN  Convention  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Most  of  the 
people  in  attendance  were  looking  for  examples  of  rare  dates  or  the  opportunity  to 
buy  an  unusual  variety.  I  also  found  that  many  collectors  were  even  starting  new 
collections  of  Seated  dimes  and  quarters.  The  major  complaint  that  I  heard  was 
that  rare  dated  material  and  rare  variety  coins  are  just  not  now  available  at 
numismatic  conventions.  Collectors  also  repeatedly  indicate  that  there  is  a  lack  of 
problem  free  coins  on  the  current  market.  Demand  for  Seated  coins  has  certainly 
increased  over  the  past  year  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  release  of  the  new 
books  on  the  Seated  half  dime,  dime  and  quarter  series  has  been  instrumental  in 
stimulating  this  interest.  Some  of  the  more  interesting  Seated  coins  seen  at  the 
convention  are  listed  below.  There  was  a  nice  1842  doubled  die  half  dime  shown  by 
Ken  Hill,  a  nice  VF  1846  half  dime,  a  nice  XF  1843-0  dime,  a  new  doubled  die  1858 
quarter,  an  1870-CC  quarter  in  VF-30,  an  1871-CC  quarter  In  Fine  with  slightly 
rough  surfaces,  a  nice  1872-S  quarter  in  VF,  an  1878-S  half  in  Fine  and  an  1846-0 
Seated  dollar  slabbed  as  PCGS-60.  And  would  you  believe  that  in  a  span  of  twenty 
four  hours  I  was  offered  three  1 854  dollars  and  five  1 855  dollars,  about  half  of  them 
with  problems. 

Speaking  of  problems,  I  recently  saw  and  OWNED  for  a  short  time  a  counterfeit 
1874-CC  dime.  This  coin  had  G/VG  detail,  a  few  marks  AND  an  added  mintmark  in 
the  exact  position  that  it  was  supposed  to  be.  BUT  the  CC  mintmark  had  been 
added  and  the  light  overall  roughness  blended  into  the  surfaces  of  the  coin.  The 
coin  was  easily  identified  as  counterfeit  because  it  had  the  narrow  Philadelphia 
edge  reeding. 

Another  counterfeit  coin  that  was  offered  for  sale  by  a  Florida  dealer  at  the  FUN 
Convention  was  a  slabbed  ACCUGRADE  MS-60  1885-S  dime.  This  coin  is  still 
being  sold  and  resold,  evidently  as  genuine.  This  coin  is  not  genuine  and  the 
people  who  have  owned  it  at  various  times  have  been  made  aware  of  this  fact.  This 
coin  first  came  to  light  at  the  Chicago  1991  ANA  Convention  and  at  that  time  was 
owned  by  a  Michigan  dealer.  He  was  told  that  the  coin  was  no  good  and  still  sold  it 
as  genuine.  The  coin  surfaced  again  at  the  Fall  Long  Beach  Convention  and  now  is 
owned  by  a  Florida  dealer.  Two  days  after  this  dealer  was  told  that  the  coin  was 
counterfeit,  he  was  still  trying  to  sell  it  for  $2000.  Beware,  not  everyone  out  there 
is  honest! 

Larry  Briggs 
Vice  President  LSCC 
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DIMES 

1843-0       VF-25,  very  choice    $250 

1853-0        F-15+    30 

1873-CC      VF-20,  arrows    2400 

QUARTERS 

1841-0       EF-45,  doubled  die  obverse    $195 

1843-0       F-12,  cleaned  but  nice    30 

1843-0       F-12,  large  0  mintmark,  rare  and  nice    275 

1847-0        F-12    55 

1853          EF-45,  arrows  &  rays    150 

1862-S       F-12-,  nice  gray  color    100 

1884  PCGS  PR-63,  exceptional  type  coin    1100 

1864-S  AU-58,  one  of  the  finest  known  of  this  date,  possibly 

cleaned  long  ago,  nice    3900 

18B5-S       VF-30,  ex-King  of  Siam  sale  1/93    275 

1873-CC      VG-8-,  arrows,  original  and  choice    2300 

1873-S       AU-50,  arrows    450 

1885  AU-53,  great  peripheral  toning    375 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1862-S        EF-45,  Small  S    $95 

1863  NGC  PR-63,  superb  type  coin    1200 

1877-CC      PCGS-63,  frosty  white  with  gold  at  the  rims,  sharply  struck  from 

clashed  dies.  Vk  reverse  is  a  plethora  of  cracks  and  recut  letters   1095 

DOLLARS 

1871-CC      NGC-25,  original  and  choice   $4800 


************************************************************************************* 

A  specialized  collection  of  1 842-0  Medium  Date  halves  is  available.  Virtually  all  of  the 
known  die  combinations  are  included  and  most  are  in  high  grade.  Some  duplicates  are 
included.  Also  included  are  two  1841-0  coins  with  the  reverse  of  the  1842-0  Small  Date. 
Please  send  your  want  list  or  call  for  availability. 


These  coins  are  as  choice  for  their  grade  as  I  can  find.  Please  call  to  discuss  price  or 
to  obtain  a  better  description.  Best  time  to  call  is  1 2  noon  to  1 0  p.m.  CST,  except  Monday 
night.  Please  include  postage  on  orders  under  $1 00.  Minnesota  residents  please  add  tax. 

WANTED:  Problem  free  San  Francisco  quarters,  1855-S  to  1872-S,  VF-AU;  New 
Orleans  quarters,  EF-AU;  Carson  City  quarlers  1870-CC  to  1873-CC,  VF-AU. 

NeilClasen  •  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  41 3  •  Anoka,  Minnesota  55303 
Telepfione  (612)  421-4555 
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The  Three  Finest  Known  1870-CC  Dollars 


by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Collector  interest  picks  up  and  people  are  very  attentive  when  somebody 
mentions  uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  dollars  from  the  Carson  City  mint.  Most 
collectors  now  realize  the  fantastic  rarity  that  these  dollars  represent,  with  probably 
fewer  than  35  mint  state  specimens  extant  for  all  four  Liberty  Seated  dates 
combined. 

Few  collectors  were  interested  in  collecting  coins  from  the  branch  mints  prior  to 
the  publication  of  the  book  Mint  Marks  by  A.G.  Heaton  in  1893.  Instead, 
individuals  at  this  time  were  busy  purchasing  proof  coinage  from  the  Philadelphia 
mint.  These  coins  represented  specimens  struck  from  a  special  process  that  gave  a 
finer  die  impression.  These  old  collecting  habits  are  still  apparent  today  since  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  shortage  of  attractive  19th  century  proof  coinage  available 
for  the  collector  to  enjoy. 

Renewed  interest  was  focused  on  the  coinage  produced  at  the  Carson  City  mint 
during  the  1960s  and  1970s  when  almost  three  million  mint  state  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollars  were  slowly  sold  to  the  public.  But  then  a  strange  thing  happened  to 
the  collector  who  had  these  beautiful  uncirculated  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  in  his 
possession.  Many  of  these  collectors  decided  that  they  wanted  additional  Carson 
City  coins  with  designs  different  from  those  seen  on  the  Morgan  dollar.  However, 
frustration  soon  set  in  because  it  was  very  difficult  to  acquire  mint  state  Carson  City 
coins  in  other  series  of  the  same  quality  that  the  collector  was  used  to  seeing  from 
his  purchases  of  Morgan  dollars.  But  beautiful  examples  of  the  early  Carson  City 
coinage  are  sometimes  available  to  the  collector  who  has  the  patience  and 
determination  to  search  for  them. 

With  this  introduction,  the  writer  would  now  like  to  describe  what  may  be  the 
three  finest  known  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  These  three  specimens  are  all 
special  and  are  thought  to  have  possibly  been  presentation  pieces.  Each  coin  is 
prooflike  and  is  virtually  free  of  bag  marks.  All  three  specimens  are  sharply  struck 
with  strong  stars  and  full  hair  detail  from  Obverse  1  with  the  date  left  and  Reverse 
4'2'  as  described  by  John  Kroon  in  his  article  on  Carson  City  dollars  that  appeared  in 
Issue  #23  of  the  journal.  All  three  dollars  have  much  in  common  which  may  indicate 
that  they  were  made  early  in  1870  as  presentation  pieces. 

1.  The  French  Specimen:  This  coin  sold  at  Auction  '84  and  was  examined  by 
John  Kroon  at  that  time.  The  cataloguer  claimed  this  gem  specimen  to  be  the  finest 
known  1870-CC  dollar  and  a  possible  presentation  piece.  The  coin  was  sold  again 
in  1989  by  Stack's  as  part  of  the  French  Jr.  Family  collection.  A  picture  of  this 
specimen  appeared  in  Issue  #45  of  the  journal  in  July  1 989. 

2.  The  Fairfield  Specimen:  This  choice  brilliant  mint  state  dollar  was  sold  in 
October  1977  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  as  part  of  the  Fairfield  collection.  In 
the  words  of  the  cataloguer:  "So  beautiful  are  the  coin's  surfaces  that  there  is  a 
distinct  possibility  that  this  may  have  been  a  presentation  piece". 
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3.  The  White  Specimen:  This  choice  PL  uncirculated  dollar  was  purchased  from 
the  Paramount  International  Coin  Company  in  1 980.  It  is  regarded  by  the  writer  as 
having  the  deepest  mirror  prooflike  surfaces  of  any  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  regardless  of  date.  This  coin  was  first  pictured  in  Issue  #26  of  the  journal  and 
later  presented  in  an  article  on  19th  century  prooflike  coinage  in  the  auction 
catalogue  of  The  Dartmouth  Sale  of  2/20/91  by  Kingswood  Galleries.  This  coin  was 
also  showcased  at  the  ANS  conference  in  New  York  in  1 989  where  it  was  seen  by 
Dave  Bowers,  Walter  Breen,  Kenneth  Bressett,  John  McCloskey  and  other  numis- 
matists in  attendance. 


Choice  PL  Uncirculated  1870-CC  Dollar, 
The  White  Specimen 


While  other  mint  state  1870-CC  dollars  do  exist,  few  of  these  would  meet  the 
criteria  as  possible  presentation  pieces  due  to  weakness  in  strike  or  other  minting 
characteristics.  These  findings  suggest  that  Obverse  1  and  Reverse  4  may  have 
been  the  dies  used  to  strike  the  first  Carson  City  dollars  at  the  new  branch  mint. 
Specimens  from  this  die  pair  have  been  identified  as  possible  presentation  pieces 
of  this  date. 

Literature 

1.  Heaton,  A.G.,  Mint  Marks,  reprinted  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Inc, 
1987 

2.  Kroon,  J.T.,  The  Four  Reverses  of  the  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars.  The 
Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  Two,  page  355. 
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TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875      AU-55   $350 

QUARTERS 

1844-0    AU-50+   $500 

1875-CC  EF   450 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841       AU   $550 

1873-CC  Large  Arrows,  EF+   1800 

DOLLARS 

1840      EF/AU   $595 

1845      PCGS  AU-55   3500 

1846-0    EF/AU   1100 

1848      EF,  lightly  cleaned   600 

1850-0    EF/AU   1500 

1853      UNC,  chinwhiskers  variety    2500 

1861      PCGS  AU-53    1800 

1869      ANACS  AU-50    695 


ANA  Grading,  Ten  Day  Return  Privilege. 
All  coins  in  bank  vault. 


Carl  Ingraffia  •  LSCC#1069 

P.O.  Box  419  •  Hewitt,  New  Jersey  07421 
Telephone:  Days  (201)  684-6695,  Nights  (201)  853-1306 


27 


Summit 

RARE 
COINS 


It  has  been  a  few  issues  since  my  last  ad  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  mostly 
because  of  the  lag  time  between  the  ad  deadline  and  the  publication  of  each 
issue.  Listed  below  are  just  a  few  of  the  pieces  that  I  currently  have  in  stock. 
Other  coins  are  available,  please  call  for  availability  and  detailed  descriptions. 
If  you  collect  nice  Seated  dollars,  you  really  need  to  contact  me! 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846-0        PCGS  MS-60.    Very  well  struck,  semi-prooflike  and  mostly 

brilliant.    Very  near  high  end  for  its  grade    $9,500 

1851  Restrike.  NGC  PF-63.  White,  blazing  cameo,  ultra  rare!   $29,500 

1855  ANACS  AU-55    $3,100 

1862  PCGS  MS-63.  Well  struck  and  mostly  brilliant  with  a  light 

gold  toning.  Very  difficult  Civil  War  date    $8,750 


TERMS:     15  day  return  for  coins  in  original  holder.  Approval  service  with 

references.  Minnesota  residents  add  6  1/2%  sales  tax.  All  orders 
sent  postpaid. 

SUMMIT  RARE  COINS,  INC. 

RO.  Box  1345 

Minnetonka,  MN  55345 

Telephone  (612)  933-0668 

Chris  Napolitano,  President  •  LSCC  #1000 

Specializing  in  Choice  and  Rare  U.S.  Coins 
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The  Date  Alignment  Jig 
by 

Del  Romines 

In  1949  I  worked  at  an  antique  shop  in  soutliern  Indiana  and  we  frequently 
delivered  purchases  to  customers  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  I  let  it  be  known  during 
these  deliveries  that  I  was  a  coin  collector  and  on  one  occasion  it  more  than  paid 
off.  A  gentleman  to  whom  we  were  delivering  some  antique  lamps  indicated  that  his 
father  had  worked  for  the  United  States  mint  in  Philadelphia  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  19th  century.  Over  a  period  of  two  years,  I  would  visit  his  home  and  he  would 
pass  along  stories  that  his  father  had  told  him  while  they  were  living  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. During  one  of  these  visits  the  subject  of  dating  dies  came  up.  The  gentleman 
excused  himself  from  the  room  for  a  few  minutes  and  returned  with  a  weird  looking 
contraption  that  looked  like  a  little  box.  He  explained  to  me  that  this  was  one  of  the 
tools  that  his  father  had  used  at  the  mint.  He  said  that  it  was  hand  made  by  his 
father  and  a  tool  the  die  sinker  used  while  applying  dates  to  individual  dies.  At  that 
time  I  made  notes  and  drew  some  sketches,  and  then  stored  this  information  in  a 
locker  at  the  antique  shop  with  my  other  belongings.  Several  visits  later  the 
gentleman  gave  me  the  jig,  and  it  too  was  stored  in  the  locker  at  the  antique  store. 
Soon  after  I  obtained  it  I  carefully  examined  this  contraption  that  he  called  a  date 
alignment  jig.  But  I  did  not  recognize  the  importance  of  this  tool  at  the  time  because 
I  had  not  seen  any  of  the  coins  with  date  punches  into  the  skirt  or  the  denticles. 

In  1958  I  was  serving  with  the  military  in  Korea  when  I  received  word  that  the 
antique  dealer  I  had  worked  for  in  Indiana  had  passed  away.  I  immediately 
contacted  friends  and  asked  them  to  please  make  arrangements  for  my  three 
lockers  of  personal  items  to  be  turned  over  to  a  member  of  my  family.  But  this  was 
to  no  avail.  Only  one  of  these  lockers  had  anything  with  my  name  specifically  on  it 
so  it  was  the  only  one  that  was  released.  The  other  two  lockers  were  emptied  and 
sold  along  with  other  items  in  the  estate.  I  was  never  to  see  the  jig  again. 

In  1974  I  began  working  as  a  Proto  Type  Metal  Fabricator  for  a  branch  of  the 
United  States  government.  When  they  learned  of  my  numismatic  background  and 
knowledge  of  the  field,  I  became  the  only  person  ever  to  serve  as  a  die  sinker  at  this 
installation.  Prior  to  my  arrival,  all  of  the  required  die  work  for  medallions  and  tokens 
was  done  by  a  local  metal  arts  company.  I  became  a  one  man  minting  department  at 
the  installation  and  remained  in  this  capacity  until  my  retirement  in  February  1 989. 
Much  of  the  equipment  that  I  used  was  generic,  but  a  lot  of  it  was  the  same  as  that 
used  at  the  United  States  mint.  During  the  14  years  that  I  did  all  of  the  minting  at 
the  installation,  I  improved  my  knowledge  of  the  minting  process  through  an 
extensive  testing  program.  I  tested  virtually  everything  that  people  had  written  on 
the  minting  process  and  then  tested  what  I  felt  would  be  a  reasonable  explanation 
for  a  given  result.  I  discovered  that  about  90%  of  what  had  been  written  on  the 
minting  process  was  sheer  fantasy.  I  have  summarized  some  of  the  notes  that  I  had 
gathered  over  the  years  and  am  currently  working  on  a  book  on  the  minting  process 
that  now  contains  about  200  pages  of  written  material  and  about  100  pages  of 
photographs. 

Even  with  my  extensive  background  with  coinage  dies,  I  did  not  understand  the 
significance  of  the  date  alignment  jig  until  a  few  years  ago  when  I  first  saw  a  coin 
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with  date  digits  well  up  into  the  design.  The  instant  I  saw  this  coin  I  knew  that  the 
error  was  caused  by  an  improper  use  of  the  date  alignment  jig  but  I  was  unable  to 
convince  anyone  of  this.  To  prove  my  point,  I  made  a  jig  and  template  from  memory 
to  go  along  with  the  numerous  dies  that  I  had  made.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
the  jig  which  I  currently  own  is  the  same  as  the  one  that  was  given  to  me  years 
before  with  the  exception  of  the  materials  used  to  manufacture  it. 

Mint  practices  of  the  19th  century  were  no  different  from  those  of  any  other 
industry  of  the  period.  When  something  could  be  fashioned  to  make  work  easier  and 
faster,  the  latest  technology  was  put  to  practical  use.  The  date  alignment  jig  was 
just  such  a  tool.  It  is  not  known  when  the  jig  was  used  or  how  many  were  ever  used 
in  the  preparation  of  coinage  dies,  but  all  of  my  studies  and  measurements  indicate 
quite  conclusively  that  the  jig  was  used  for  an  extended  period  of  time  during  the 
19th  century. 

The  first  picture  shows  the  front  view  of  a  die  holder  which  has  a  wing  nut  to 
secure  the  die  in  place.  Next  to  the  die  holder  is  a  punch  locating  fixture  which  fits 
firmly  on  the  top  of  the  holder.  There  are  two  rectangular  holes  cut  into  this 
particular  fixture.  The  number  50  has  been  stamped  into  the  fixture  beside  the 
smaller  hole  and  a  25  and  100  are  punched  into  the  fixture  beside  the  larger  hole. 


■  ifjiiiiiiiiiaiiJiiiW 


Front  view  of  Date  Alignment  Jig 
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The  second  photograph  shows  a  top  view  of  the  same  die  holder,  die  and  punch 
alignment  fixture.  There  is  a  date  punch  with  four  numbers  on  it  inside  the  larger 
hole  and  in  alignment  with  the  25  stamped  into  the  fixture.  If  the  punch  alignment 
fixture  were  set  on  top  of  the  holding  fixture,  the  punch  would  be  in  near  perfect 
alignment  for  the  location  of  the  date  on  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter.  The  particular 
die  in  this  die  holder  is  of  the  $1 .00  size.  If  the  date  punch  were  used  while  aligned 
in  the  25  space  on  this  die,  the  date  would  be  very  high  in  the  field  on  the  $1 .00  size 
die.  Date  punches  in  the  rock  or  skirt  would  occur  if  a  small  denomination  date 
template  were  used  on  a  large  denomination  die.  Date  punches  in  the  denticles 
would  result  from  the  use  of  a  large  denomination  date  template  on  a  smaller 
denomination  die.  Specifically,  if  a  half  dollar  die  were  placed  into  the  die  holder 
and  the  date  punch  aligned  with  the  100  stamped  on  the  fixture,  the  date  would  be 
punched  into  the  denticles. 

Keep  in  mind  that  virtually  all  of  the  equipment  used  at  the  mint  had  to  be  hand 
made  during  the  19th  century.  It  would  have  been  much  easier  to  make  three 
different  punch  fixtures  each  with  three  or  four  punch  locations  than  it  would  have 
been  to  make  a  punch  fixture  for  each  of  the  denominations.  From  studies  that  I 
have  made  I  believe  that  one  fixture  was  made  for  the  copper  cents  and  half  cents 
and  two  different  fixtures  made  for  the  silver  denominations.  One  fixture  could  have 
been  made  for  the  dimes  and  half  dimes  and  another  for  the  quarters,  half  dollars 
and  dollars  as  shown. 

My  studies  of  the  date  locations  for  the  various  denominations  and  of  the 
positioning  of  the  punch  fixture  on  the  die,  do  not  positively  prove  the  date 
alignment  jig  was  used  to  prepare  dies  at  the  United  States  mint  during  the  19th 
century.  But  the  appearance  of  so  many  dies  with  wildly  punched  date  digits  gives 
overwhelming  evidence  that  these  errors  must  have  occurred  as  the  result  of  the 
malfunction  of  some  piece  of  equipment  then  in  use. 


Top  View  of  Date  Alignment  Jig 
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Liberty  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


HALF  DIMES 

1839    V-2.  Repunched  9.  VF  with  a  few  nicks   $19 

1839-0  Repunched  9/9  south.   Small  o,  XF    65 

1872-S  Mintmark  above  bow.  PCGS-62.    Original  deep  red  and  gray  toning  ....  265 


DIMES 

1838    Large  Stars.  MS-63+,  possibly  MS-64.  Reverse  of  Small  Stars  variety 
with  doubled  die.  Extremely  well  struck  on  obverse  with  natural  gun 
metal  blue  toning  with  considerable  lustre.  The  reverse  is  original 
with  mint  lustre  but  with  no  toning.  This  coin  was  stored  for  a 


considerable  period  so  that  only  one  side  could  tone   $1400 

1843    1843/1843.  VG-8.  Greer  #101    19 

1846     VG-8    62 

1891     Top  of  9  in  denticles,  Greer  #101,  dipped,  F+,  early  die  state    45 

1891-S  Large  S  over  Small  s,  sharp  F,  both  mintmarks  clearly  seen    25 


QUARTERS 

1843    Briggs  2-C  variety  with  large  die  crack  on  reverse  through  IC.  VF-30..  $52 


1845    Briggs  3-C  variety.  Large  5  over  Small  5,  F-15    30 

1854-0  Huge  0.  VF-25  but  dark  corrosion.  Not  a  nice  coin   115 

1858    UNLISTED  variety.  Doubled  die  obverse.  Light  doubling  on  bottom  of 

skirt  and  foot.  Dipped  AU   135 

1877-S  S  over  horizontal  S.  Fine,  dark   45 

1891     Briggs  7-G  variety.  Tops  of  89  in  denticles.  Choice  VG   45 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1843    Bisecting  obverse  die  crack  from  7  o'clock  through  the  back  of  Miss 
Liberty's  head.  Bisecting  reverse  die  crack  from  7  o'clock  to  1 
o'clock  XF-40   $80 


Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling 

Chris  Pilliod   •   LSCC  #981 

P.O.  Box  12722  •  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1865-S  Half  Dime  Discovered 

by 

Al  BIythe 

Recently,  I  had  the  privilege  of  examining  a  mint  state  example  of  the  so-called 
1 865/1 863-S  overdate  half  dime.  This  particular  coin  is  owned  by  Reed  Hawn  and 
was  last  offered  for  sale  as  Lot  417  in  the  New  Netherlands  57th  Sale  in  December 
1963.  Reed  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  the  opportunity  to  examine  his  coin,  and 
asked  me  to  determine  if  it  was  an  overdate  or  a  repunched  date.  Reed  also  sent 
me  a  copy  of  the  catalog  description  of  the  coin  written  by  Walter  Breen.  This 
description  is  given  below  to  provide  the  foundation  for  my  comparative  analysis 
and  the  resulting  conclusion.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  Walter's  description  was 
written  in  1963. 

Presently  Semi-Unique  1865  over  1 863-S  Half  Dime 

"1865  over  1863-S.  Not  in  Valentine.  Entire  date  double  punched;  shattered 
reverse  die.  Delicately  toned,  frosty  uncirculated,  with  splashes  of  light  gold  and 
peacock  blue.  Somewhat  softly  struck  up  from  injured  dies;  one  light  scratch 
through  the  forefinger  of  Liberty,  but  otherwise  very  clean  and  attractive.  The  only 
previous  record  we  know  of  for  this  coin  is  in  Ed  Frossard's  1894  sale  of  the  W.M. 
Friesner  Collection,  Lot  794,  where  a  Fine  specimen  sold  for  a  rousing  $2.00.  It  was 
there  unequivocally  called  an  overdate.  The  present  coin  is  the  first  seen  from  these 
dies,  though  we  have  been  hunting  for  this  elusive  overdate  ever  since  1 951  when 
we  first  noticed  the  reference  in  the  Friesner  catalog.  It  is  only  the  second  1 865-S 
we  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of  in  mint  state!"  Breen  continues...  "An  analysis  of  the 
date  reveals  that  the  1  is  triple  cut  with  an  extra  impression  below  the  base  and 
another  slightly  above  it,  tilting  to  the  left;  the  8  shows  a  lower  figure,  and  another 
(just  a  shadow)  far  to  the  left  and  partly  covered  by  the  1;  the  6  is  slightly  recut 
beneath  its  top  curve;  the  tip  of  the  5  is  lightly  recut,  and  the  figure  shows  evidence 
of  an  earlier  punched  3  between  the  horizontal  and  the  outside  curve  at  the  base  of 
the  upright  and,  as  a  bulge,  just  below  the  ball." 

Definitions 

Definitions  for  overdate  and  repunched  date  varieties  are  now  in  order. 

Overdate  -  A  variety  in  which  at  least  one  digit  of  the  date  has  been  changed 
either  for  mint  economy  or  to  correct  a  blunder. 

Repunched  Date  -  A  date  that  shows  signs  of  earlier  numerals  underneath, 
indicating  that  the  date  was  punched  in  more  than  once.  Often  the  original  date 
position  was  out  of  line.  The  entire  date  may  be  double,  triple  or  quadruple 
punched;  or  in  some  cases,  evidence  of  earlier  numerals  may  show  underneath  just 
one,  two  or  three  of  the  date  numerals. 

Variety  Analysis 

The  descriptions  of  varieties  by  Neil  and  Valentine  were  often  limited,  and 
sometimes  confusing,  making  it  difficult  for  the  collector  to  determine  whether  the 
specimen  being  studied  fits  any  of  the  descriptions  provided.  Also,  at  the  time  that 
Neil  and  Valentine  wrote  their  manuscripts  there  were  still  a  number  of  half  dime 
varieties  yet  to  be  discovered.  This  is  still  true  today  as  indicated  by  the  coin  that  is 
the  subject  of  this  article. 
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I  have  indicated  in  my  new  book,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  so-called  1 865/3-S  variety  is  an  overdate.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  this  is  actually  a  repunched  date,  an  1 865/1 865-S  represented  by 
several  different  varieties.  I  will  support  my  opinion  with  a  comparative  analysis  of 
the  V-2  variety  with  no  apparent  evidence  of  repunching,  the  V-4  variety  with  all 
numerals  repunched  and  the  Reed  Hawn  specimen,  a  new  variety  with  all  numbers 
repunched  which  will  be  designated  V-5.  There  are  obvious  differences  in  the 
varieties  that  will  be  given  in  the  descriptions  and  illustrated  in  reference  photo- 
graphs. 


Comparative  Analysis 
1 865-S  V-5 
Hawn  Specimen 

Obverse  -  Head  a  little  weak;  toe  and  shield  full.  Shield  points  to  top  of  flag  of  1 . 
Right  side  of  1  lines  up  with  8th  stripe  in  shield.  Pendant  centered  between  6  and  5. 
Date  is  high;  runs  very  slightly  uphill.  1  in  date  triple  punched.  8  double  or  triple 
punched  south,  with  what  appears  to  be  a  shadow  of  an  earlier  8  between  the  1  and 
8.  Bulge  noted  half  way  on  left  side  of  1.  Loops  of  8  not  filled.  5  double  punched, 
with  only  a  trace  at  tip  of  flag,  but  probably  another  5,  not  a  3.  Late  die  state,  with 
crack  off  back  of  Liberty's  head  to  rim. 


1 865-S  V-5  Half  Dime 
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Reverse  -  Different  reverse  than  on  V-4  variety.  Clear  thin  S  mintmark,  tilting 
slightly  right,  measuring  0.7  mm  tall.  Mintmark  located  slightly  left  of  center 
between  two  ribbons,  but  a  little  closer  to  bow  knot  than  rim.  Bow  knot  weak.  Right 
ribbon  end  free;  left  touches.  Late  die  state,  shattered  reverse.  Series  of  fine  cracks 
running  across  bottom  of  coin  into  field  to  a  larger  crack  which  runs  from  the  lower 
central  part  of  left  ribbon  through  center  of  denticle  out  to  rim.  Also  another  crack 
runs  from  the  larger  north/south  crack,  to  the  east  to  the  bottom  serif  of  the 
mintmark,  then  out  through  the  right  side  of  right  ribbon.  A  weak  crack  is  developing 
at  10:30  which  runs  to  a  bud. 


1865-S  V-2 

BIythe  Specimen 

Obverse  -  Head  a  little  weak;  toe  and  shield  full.  Shield  points  to  top  of  flag  of  1 . 
Right  sides  of  1  lines  up  with  8th  stripe  in  shield.  Pendant  between  6  and  5,  but 
slightly  closer  to  5.  Date  is  high;  runs  uphill.  No  evidence  of  repunching  in  date,  but 
1  is  bottom  heavy;  lower  portion  of  numeral  is  fatter  than  top.  No  evidence  of 
obverse  die  cracks,  early  die  state. 

Reverse  -  Same  reverse  as  on  V-5  variety,  except  right  and  left  ribbon  ends  are 
free.  Mintmark  measures  0.7  mm  tall.  Earlier  die  state  than  on  V-5  variety  but 
shattering  is  evident  with  a  die  crack  off  right  ribbon  to  rim;  also  crack  off  left  ribbon 
to  rim. 
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1865-S  V-4 
Three  BIythe  Specimens 
F-12,  EF-40,  MS-62 

Obverse  -  Nearly  full  head.  Some  weakness  in  toe  and  lower  left  of  shield. 
Shield  points  to  left  end  of  flag  of  1 .  Right  side  of  1  lines  up  with  9th  stripe  in  shield. 
Pendant  lined  up  over  right  side  of  6.  Date  is  high;  runs  uphill.  Date  repunched.  1  at 
least  triple  punched  with  top  and  flag  of  earlier  1  showing  to  the  north.  8  at  least 
double  punched  and  partially  filled.  6  at  least  double  punched  and  partially  filled.  5 
double  punched  with  flag  of  another  5  below  date  numeral;  not  a  3.  Doubling  also 
shows  at  the  base  of  the  5.  No  evidence  of  obverse  cracks,  early  die  state. 


1865-S  V-4  Half  Dime 

Reverse  -  Clear  thick  S  mintmark;  centered  and  low,  tilting  right.  Right  ribbon 
end  does  not  touch  wreath;  left  ribbon  does  touch.  Mintmark  measures  0.7  mm  tall. 
Late  die  state.  Significant  die  crack  runs  from  rim  at  10  o'clock  diagonally  down 
through  reverse  and  out  to  rim  at  4  o'clock. 

I  have  studied  the  date  numerals  on  the  1863  and  1865  half  dimes  and  in 
particular  the  shape  of  the  3  on  1863  half  dimes.  It  becomes  apparent  that  the 
shapes  of  the  3  and  5  are  distinctly  different,  and  that  there  is  little  likelihood  that 
the  underdigit  on  the  1865-S  V-4  and  V-5  varieties  is  a  3. 1  believe  that  the  so-called 
1865/3-S  overdate  is  really  an  1865-S  repunched  date  variety.  This  applies  to  both 
the  V-4  and  V-5  varieties  but  is  more  graphically  demonstrated  by  the  repunching  of 
the  flag  of  the  5  on  the  V-4  variety.  The  repunching  on  the  5  of  the  V-5  variety  is 
very  subtle. 
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1865-S  V-4  Half  Dime 

Your  comments  on  the  information  contained  in  this  article  are  invited.  Observa- 
tions may  be  directed  to  me  as  follows:  Al  BIythe,  P.O.  Box  474,  Bishop,  California 
93515. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1870-CC  Good  

 $175 

1 872-CC     Fine,  scratches  on  LIBERTY  

 950 

Two  Week  Return  Privilege 

Dennis  O'Hare  •LSCC#1257 

5020  Leona  Dr. 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15227 

Telephone  (412)  885-1288 
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Some  Additional  Observations  on  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars 

by 

John  Kroon 


I  have  gathered  some  additional  information  on  Carson  City  dollars  in  the  eleven 
years  since  my  article,  "The  Four  Reverses  of  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars"  first 
appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  thought  that  this  information  might  be  of 
interest  to  other  club  members  interested  in  the  Seated  dollar  series.  Table  1  gives 
my  estimate  for  the  percentage  of  surviving  1870-CC  dollars  with  each  of  the  four 
reverses  described  in  my  article.  Information  is  also  provided  on  the  fifth  reverse 
discovered  by  Joe  Jaffe  in  1 984. 

Table  1 

1870-CC  Dollars 

Estimated  Percentage 
Reverse  with  Reverse 

Rev.  1  5% 

Rev.  2  20% 

Rev.  3  25% 

Rev.  4  35% 

Rev.  5  15% 


The  PCGS  and  NGC  population  reports  have  provided  a  tool  for  estimating  the 
number  of  extant  specimens  for  each  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series.  Table  2 
provides  the  December  1 992  population  report  figures  for  mint  state  specimens  of 
the  four  Carson  City  Seated  dates.  This  table  also  provides  a  range  for  my 
estimates  for  the  number  of  extant  specimens  in  mint  state  and  in  all  grades  for 
these  rare  Carson  City  issues. 

The  mintage  of  1 1 ,758  pieces  for  the  1 870-CC  dollar  is  a  figure  obtained  from 
the  mint  reports  from  the  Carson  City  branch  mint  of  1870  and  published  in  1988  in 
Issue  #42  of  the  journal  by  Randy  Wiley.  This  is  also  the  mintage  figure  used  by 
David  Bowers  in  his  new  encyclopedia  of  United  States  silver  dollars.  This  figure 
differs  slightly  from  the  12,462  pieces  listed  for  many  years  in  standard  numismatic 
references. 

Table  2 


PCGS  &  NGC  Reports 

Estimate  of 

Estimate  of 

Date 

Reported 

Mint  State  Specimens 

Extant  Specimens 

Extant  specimens 

Mintage 

December  1992 

Mint  State  Condition 

All  Grades 

1870-CC 

11,758 

10 

12  -  18 

250  -  375 

1871-CC 

1,376 

1 

1  -  2 

50-75 

1872-CC 

3,150 

5 

7  -  12 

125  -  150 

1873-CC 

2,300 

0 

0-2 

40  -  60 

Totals 

18,584 

16 

20  -  34 

465  -  660 
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Mint  state  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  have  proven  to  be  incredibly  rare  in  the 
experience  of  both  collectors  and  dealers  alike.  Only  about  two  mint  state  speci- 
mens per  year  come  to  the  rare  coin  market.  High  grade  circulated  Carson  City 
dollars  are  also  highly  prized.  I  would  estimate  that  no  more  than  a  third  of  the 
surviving  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  grade  very  fine  or  better. 

My  original  article  on  the  four  Carson  City  reverses  has  proven  to  be  helpful  to 
other  collectors  in  searching  for  examples  from  these  rare  dates.  Several  collectors 
have  reported  using  the  photographs  of  the  mintmark  positions  to  avoid  buying 
counterfeit  examples  of  these  rare  dates. 

One  should  also  be  aware  of  altered  surfaces  when  purchasing  Carson  City 
Seated  dollars.  I  have  seen  several  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  in  the  EF-AU  range 
with  lightly  polished  surfaces.  Genuine  specimens  with  original  surfaces  in  the 
higher  circulated  grades  are  in  particularly  high  demand. 


LSCC  Meeting  at  1993  FUN  Convention 

The  Third  Annual  Regional  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  1993  FUN  Convention  was 
convened  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Friday,  January  8,  1 993  with  31  people  in  attendance.  It 
was  announced  that  club  dues  for  the  current  year  had  been  set  at  $15  and  that 
there  are  currently  over  700  active  club  members.  It  was  also  announced  that  the 
three  hard  bound  collective  volumes  of  the  journal  are  still  available  for  purchase  by 
interested  club  members  from  the  club  President,  John  McCloskey.  Prices  and 
ordering  instructions  for  the  collective  volumes  have  been  published  in  the  last 
three  issues  of  the  journal. 

There  was  a  discussion  at  the  meeting  on  the  success  of  the  new  publications 
on  Seated  coinage  released  during  1 992.  The  Seated  quarter  book  in  January,  the 
Seated  half  dime  book  in  March  and  the  Seated  dime  book  in  July  all  seemed  to 
have  stirred  collector  interest  in  Seated  coins.  More  and  more  people  seem  to  be 
looking  to  purchase  the  key  dates  in  each  of  these  Seated  series.  It  was  noted  that 
there  were  more  dealers  attending  the  FUN  Convention  this  year,  but  even  so, 
there  appeared  to  be  even  less  rare  date  material  available  than  in  the  past. 
Perhaps  the  brightest  aspect  of  this  year's  convention  was  the  overall  positive 
attitude  toward  numismatics  that  was  brought  to  the  convention  by  everyone  in 
attendance. 

For  the  meeting  i  brought  along  an  example  of  a  previously  unknown  variety  of 
the  1 869-S  dime  and  an  example  of  a  new  unlisted  1 863  quarter  with  a  repunched 
date.  Another  collector  brought  along  several  Seated  halves  that  we  attempted  to 
match  up  with  the  Breen  numbers.  The  meeting  closed  on  the  promise  to  meet 
once  again  at  the  FUN  Convention  next  year  and  with  the  hope  that  the  positive 
attitude  displayed  at  the  meeting  would  carry  over  into  a  promising  1 993. 

Larry  Briggs 
Vice  President  LSCC 
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Liberty  Seated  Coinage 
at  the  1993  FUN  Convention 

It  was  no  surprise  to  observe  a  very  limited  supply  of  scarce  and  rare  date 
Liberty  Seated  material  at  the  recent  FUN  Convention  in  Orlando.  While  common 
date  and  problem  coins  from  the  Liberty  Seated  series  will  always  be  available  at 
such  large  shows,  desirable  specimens  of  the  scarce  and  rare  dates  appear  to  be 
almost  never  available.  Yet,  despite  the  lack  of  choice  Liberty  Seated  material,  my 
overall  experience  at  the  show  was  great.  There  seemed  to  be  a  more  positive 
attitude  and  more  enthusiasm  than  I  have  seen  over  the  past  year  among  the  many 
dealers  and  collectors  attending  the  show. 

Among  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  that  I  saw  on  the  bourse  floor  were  an 
1 850-0  Small  o  in  XF  and  two  1 853-0  No  Arrows  coins  in  Good.  The  Seated  dimes 
of  note  were  an  1846  in  XF,  an  1859-S  in  Gem  VF,  several  examples  of  the 
1 860-0  in  grades  from  Good  to  Fine,  a  choice  Fine  1 865,  an  1 872-CC  in  VG  and  an 
1873-CC  in  AG.  Also  available  were  a  damaged  1864-S  quarter,  an  1871-CC 
quarter,  a  nice  example  of  the  rare  1878-S  half  dollar  in  Fine  and  an  1861  dollar  in 
AU. 

It  appears  to  me  that  there  are  still  many  underrated  dates  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series  in  the  period  of  the  1860s.  I  believe  that  this  is  especially  true  for 
Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  dimes  of  this  period.  I  also  feel  that  many  of  the 
rare  date  Seated  quarters  are  still  quite  underrated  and  in  many  cases  under  priced 
when  considering  the  great  difficulty  in  locating  them.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining 
examples  of  the  rare  Carson  City  coinage  in  all  Seated  series  was  evident  at  the 
convention  with  very  few  examples  being  available  for  purchase  by  the  interested 
collector. 

Although  there  was  a  limited  number  of  choice  Liberty  Seated  coins 
available  at  the  show,  I  was  able  to  purchase  some  nice  Seated  dimes  for  my 
collection.  I  did  find  that  there  were  plenty  of  collectors  willing  to  pay  a  good  price 
for  nice  Seated  material  when  it  becomes  available.  The  problem  seems  to  be  the 
small  number  of  nice  original  pieces  now  circulating  around  the  rare  coin  market. 
But  then  again,  the  search  is  part  of  the  great  fun  of  collecting  coins. 

Jason  L.  Carter 
LSCC  #1426 

Kroon  Wins  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award 

The  opposite  page  presents  a  copy  of  the  plate  on  the  plaque  presented  to 
John  Kroon  for  winning  the  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award  last  summer.  John 
won  this  award  for  his  article  "The  Four  Reverses  of  the  Carson  City  Seated 
Dollar"  that  first  appeared  in  Issue  #23  of  the  journal.  This  article  documents  the 
use  of  the  reverse  dies  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  at  Carson  City  and  has  been  a 
valuable  source  of  information  for  club  members  interested  in  purchasing  examples 
of  these  rare  dates.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulated  John  on 
a  wonderful  article  that  will  be  used  for  many  years  to  authenticate  examples  of 
the  rare  date  Carson  City  Seated  dollars. 

The  Editor 
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The 

James  B.  Pryor 
Numismatic  Research  Award 


for  the  best  research  article 
to  appear  in  the  first  50 
issues  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal 

PRESENTED  TO 


JOHN  T.  KROON 

FOR  HIS  CONTRIBUTION 

The  Four  Reverses  of  the 
Carson  City  Seated  Dollars 

that  appeared  in  Issue  #23  of  the  Journal.  This  award  presented 
at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Orlando  on  the  13th  of  August  1992. 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTORS  CLUB 
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The  1848  Half  Dime  With  Far  Right  Date 

by 

John  Zitz 


The  1848  half  dime  is  represented  by  a  number  of  varieties  described  by  Neil 
and  Valentine  with  additional  information  later  provided  by  Breen  and  BIythe. 
Valentine  numbers  V-1  through  V-8  represent  different  varieties  with  varying  date 
positions  in  relation  to  the  obverse  shield  and  skirt  pendant.  The  large  date  variety 
is  designated  V-1  and  the  medium  date  varieties  identified  as  V-2  through  V-8. 
Several  mulings  are  presently  recognized  and  represented  by  various  obverse  and 
reverse  die  pairings. 

I  recently  acquired  an  example  of  what  appeared  to  be  an  unreported  1848 
medium  date  variety,  identified  by  a  date  placement  to  the  far  right.  I  made  an  initial 
inquiry  to  John  McCloskey  to  see  if  he  knew  about  this  variety  and  sent  a  letter  to 
Stephen  Grain  for  his  input.  Interestingly  John  McCloskey  sent  me  a  copy  of  a 
picture  of  the  1848  half  dime  with  the  far  right  date  taken  from  a  file  prepared  by  the 
late  Kam  Ahwash.  Kam  apparently  became  aware  of  this  variety  while  he  was 
gathering  information  on  the  half  dime  series  but  his  early  death  prevented  this 
information  from  ever  being  published.  It  was  Stephen  Grain  who  suggested 
comparison  to  the  Neil  No.  2  variety  from  the  Valentine  reprint. 

With  the  information  that  I  received  from  my  original  inquiries,  I  made  a 
complete  analysis  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  my  1848  half  dime.  I  concluded 
that  my  coin  was  an  example  of  the  N-2  variety  with  the  reverse  of  the  V-5  variety, 
but  with  the  addition  of  an  unlisted  reverse  die  break. 
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Obverse  N-2 

The  date  position  will  be  described  in  relation  to  the  Shield  Line  positioning 
described  by  Stephen  Crane  in  Issue  #51  of  the  journal.  This  technique  determines 
the  vertical  stripe  in  the  obverse  shield  over  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  in 
the  date.  The  V-1  large  date  has  a  value  SL-6.5  .  The  medium  date  varieties  from  V- 
2  through  V-8  have  values  from  SL-8  to  SL-8.5.  The  far  right  date  has  the  right  edge 
of  the  upright  of  the  1  beyond  all  10  vertical  stripes  and  would  have  to  be  recorded 
asSL-10+  . 

The  skirt  pendant  or  bula  for  this  variety  is  in  a  position  over  the  middle  of  the 
diagonal  of  the  4.  On  varieties  V-1  through  V-8,  the  pendant  varies  from  a  position 
directly  over  the  upright  of  the  4  to  a  position  over  the  crosslet  of  the  4. 

Reverse  N-2,  V-5 

The  reverse  is  well  struck  with  bold  heavy  lettering  and  a  network  of  die  cracks. 
There  is  a  die  break  that  runs  from  the  ME  in  DIME  through  the  wreath  to  the  C  in 
AMERICA,  then  on  through  the  top  of  the  C  to  the  rim.  A  second  break  runs  from  the 
rim  to  the  top  of  the  E  in  UNITED,  through  the  E  and  wreath  and  continuing  to  the 
lower  left  foot  of  the  H  in  HALF.  There  is  also  a  very  light  break  that  runs  from  the 
lower  right  foot  of  the  H  in  HALF  to  the  top  of  the  left  upright  of  the  M  in  DIME.  My 
coin  also  shows  an  unlisted  die  crack  that  has  not  been  reported  on  any  other 
variety  of  the  1848  half  dime.  This  crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  upper  left 
edge  of  the  U  in  UNITED,  exiting  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter  and  continuing  on  to 
the  wreath. 

COMMENTS 

The  N-2  variety  with  its  dramatic  date  placement  is  a  very  easy  variety  to 
attribute.  It  is  amazing  that  this  variety  has  received  so  little  attention  over  the 
years.  We  are  either  not  paying  close  enough  attention  to  the  varieties  of  this  year 
or  it  may  turn  out  that  the  N-2  variety  is  quite  scarce.  Keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
N-2  variety  had  to  have  been  struck  after  the  V-5  variety.  The  existence  of  the 
unlisted  die  break  at  the  U  in  UNITED  on  the  N-2  variety  would  substantiate  this 
theory.  But  a  study  of  the  dies  of  the  N-2  variety  poses  some  very  interesting 
questions. 

Why  was  the  N-2  obverse  paired  with  the  already  failing  V-5  reverse?  Are  we 
going  to  find  the  N-2  obverse  paired  with  a  new  problem  free  reverse  die  ?  Does 
anyone  have  an  example  of  the  V-5  variety  with  the  unlisted  die  break  at  the  U  in 
UNITED?  Does  anyone  have  an  example  of  the  N-2  variety  without  the  die  break  at 
the  U  in  UNITED? 

Interestingly,  Neil  describes  an  N-3  variety  with  a  date  even  farther  to  the  right, 
the  figure  1  and  8  far  too  low  and  the  reverse  break  even  more  pronounced. 
Responses  to  the  information  provided  in  this  article  are  invited  and  encouraged. 
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What  Can  Be  Learned  From  the  1841-0  Doubled  Die  Quarter? 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

Several  articles  have  been  written  in  the  journal  about  the  1 841-0  Doubled  Die 
quarter,  a  variety  which  happens  to  be  one  of  my  favorite  doubled  die  errors  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series.  With  the  unearthing  of  the  New  Orleans  hoard,  many  high 
grade  examples  of  this  variety  have  surfaced.  So  far  I  have  examined  21  pieces 
dated  1 841  -0  from  this  hoard  and  eleven  of  them  have  been  struck  from  the  doubled 
die  obverse.  A  nice  feature  of  the  doubled  die  pieces  found  in  the  hoard  is  that  they 
are  all  nice  early  die  state  examples  that  were  very  well  struck  on  the  obverse. 
Unfortunately,  the  reverses  always  show  weakness  on  the  feathers  of  the  eagle's  leg. 


1841-0  Doubled  Die  Quarter 
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But  with  error  comes  opportunity,  a  chance  to  learn  something  about  the 
minting  process.  The  doubled  die  obverse  clearly  shows  strong  doubling  in  the 
denticles.  Notice  the  raised  areas  between  each  of  the  denticles  in  the  picture. 
This  is  supporting  evidence  to  indicate  that  the  denticles  were  already  in  place  on 
the  working  hubs. 


Doubled  Stars  and  Denticles  on 
1841-0  Doubled  Die  Quarter 


FOR  SALE 

1850  Dollar  AU-55+  $2500 

A  completely  original  coin  with  great  surfaces  and  beautiful  toning;  minor  edge 
scrapes,  nicer  than  many  uncirculated  spcimcns  that  I  have  seen. 

Mike  Rubin 

Box  70642 

Marietta,  Georgia  30007  •  Telephone  (404)  977-4573 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838      Lg.St,  VFt.  Ch.  original    $24 

1839-0    MS-62,  sliattered  reverse   475 

1847  18/18.  VF-30,  cleaned,  rim 

repair   12 

1854  1854/1854,  XF,  old  cleaning 

nice   60 

1854-0   AU-58f,  super  luster   275 

DIMES 

1838      Lg.  Stars,  XF+.  A-5    $58 

1840      WD,  F,  original  &  choice   72 

1840      WD,  XF,  choice  original    275 

1842-D    Medium  0,  fi-,  A-1,  weak  Y   18 

1843      1843/1843,  XF,  A-2,  choice    110 

1843      1843/1843,  VG++,  A-2    18 

1845      XF,  reverse  lamination   85 

1845      1845/1845,  some  roughness   35 

1845-0    VF,  scarce,  nice  original    170 

1848  XF,  very  rare   750 

1847      Abt.  XF,  A-2,  scarce   135 

1849  AU-55,  pale  blue,  nice   215 

1849  F+,  A-1,  early  die  state    15 

1850  VF-30/35,  A-1,  original   35 

1850-0    VF-30/35>.  Large  0,  choice    110 

1852  F+,  A-1,  choice  for  grade   12 

1852-  0    VF+,  original    85 

1853  WA,  VF-35,  rotated  rev    26 

1853-  0    VF-30/35t,  A-1,  original    65 

1853-  0    VF,  Greer  #101,  scarce   37 

1854  VF-30/35,  closed  5   24 

1854-  0    XF,  A-1,  original    60 

1856  Sm.Dt,  VF-35,  double  die  obv  ....  38 

1856  Sm.Dt,  XF   28 

1856-0   Ft,  peeled  planchet,  rare    65 

1856-0    56/56,  XF,  A-2,  nice    100 

1856-  0    56/56,  F/VF,  A-2.  gray   27 

1857  1/1,  VF-30,  A-2    20 

1857      VF-30t    11 

1857-  0    Large  0,  VF,  A-2,  nice   20 


DIMES 

1863      VF.  rare    $615 

1864-S    AG,  partial  LIBERTY    18 

1869-S    AU-,  UNLISTED    140 

1873  NA,1873/1873,VF,  Greer  #101  ....  70 

1875-  S    XF-45+,  A-4,  strong  luster   40 

1878-CC  VF.  doubled  die  obverse,  scarce  ..  215 

1876-  CC  VG,  Type  II  reverse,  rare    40 

1876-S  AU+,  scarce,  underrated  date  ....  65 

1876-S    F+,  counterstamped  IPA    10 

1877      AU,  Type  I  reverse,  nice    85 

1877      F,  Type  I  reverse,  unlisted    38 

1880      VFA/G.  Greer  #102,  scarce   175 

1882  BU-63+4^,  broken  2,  beautiful  ....  375 

1884-S    AU-55.  very  nice    275 

1886      1886/886.  XF-45,  Greer  #102   55 

1887-S  S/S,  XF+,  Greer  #102,  light  marks..  55 

1887-S    VF-35,  original    14 

1889-  S    AUt  A-4,  old  cleaning    195 

1890  VF,Greer#102,extradigitsingown.  55 

1890      XF,  choice,  nice  original    18 

1890  F++,  medium  blue  gray    7 

1890-  S  Blundered  Date,  VF,  Greer  #103  ..  55 

1890-  S  Blundered  Date.  VG-f/G.tinymarks.  25 

1891  XF+.  very  choice    24 

1891       XF.  choice    18 

1891-  0    0/0,  VF-30+.  unlisted,  nice   22 

1891-0    VF-35,  nice  original   20 

1891-S    Small  s.  VG/G.  unlisted   4 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S    S/S.  VF,  5  in  denticles    $95 

QUARTERS 

1842-0    Large  Date.  F+/VF   $43 

1845       1845/1845.  VG-    17 

1877  77/77.  ANACS  XF-45,  unlisted  ...  90 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1861-  0  XF.  Confederate  obv.  light  mark  ..  $385 

1862-  S    VF-30,  Large  S,  original    55 


FOR  SALE:  Some  early  issues  of  the  journal,  like  new,  Issues  #29  to 
#41.  Also,  old  but  new  Whitman  Seated  dime  folders. 

TERMS:        14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and 
handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and  varieties 
available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •   LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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An  1877  Dime  With  A  Blundered  Date 

by 

Jason  Carter 

Within  a  group  of  Seated  dimes  that  I  recently  purchased  for  my  collection,  I 
discovered  an  1877  dime  grading  XF  that  turned  out  to  have  a  blundered  date.  After 
carefully  examining  the  coin,  I  realized  that  the  lower  portion  of  a  1  had  been 
punched  into  the  rock  just  above  the  8  in  the  date.  This  extra  digit  can  be  seen  on 
my  coin  without  magnification  and  could  most  likely  be  identified  on  a  coin  grading 
VF  considering  the  strong  strike  on  my  coin. 

I  reported  this  variety  to  Brian  Greer  and  he  included  a  picture  of  my  coin  in  his 
new  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series.  In  a  recent  conversation  that  I  had  with  him, 
Brian  said  that  he  felt  that  the  variety  would  be  "very  difficult  to  locate  but  more 
study  would  be  needed  to  determine  the  true  rarity  of  the  variety".  So  far  only  one 
other  example  of  this  variety  has  been  seen.  We  can  now  only  wait  and  see  how 
many  more  examples  turn  up  now  that  other  collectors  of  the  series  know  that  it 
exists. 

Finding  a  new  variety  such  as  the  1 877  dime  with  the  blundered  date  has  added 
to  my  growing  enthusiasm  for  collecting  Seated  dimes  by  variety.  It  has  been  fun 
collecting  the  series  by  date,  but  the  search  for  interesting  varieties  and  die  states 
in  the  series  can  develop  into  a  life  long  challenge  for  the  avid  collector  of  Seated 
dimes.  The  new  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series  is  very  well  done  and  provides  a 
virtually  unlimited  want  list  of  interesting  coins  to  seek  out  and  purchase. 


1877  Dime  with  Extra  1  in  Rock 
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LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  Illinois  from  May  21-23,  1 993.  The  club  meeting  will  be 
held  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  tvlay  22,  1993.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be 
announced  in  the  convention  program. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club 
activities.  Copies  of  all  three  collective  volumes  of  the  journal  will  be  available  for 
purchase  at  the  meeting. 

The  20th  Annual  fvleeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  102nd 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 


Liberty  Seated  Coins  for  the  Collector 


DIMES 

1843  Doubled  date,  VF,  original    $50 

1844  VF,  very  scarce    150 

1846      Fine,  original  color   120 

1846      VF,  sharp    250 

1852-0    F-VF,  scarce    30 

1852-0    EF.  original,  very  scarce    135 

1860-S    F-VF,  very  scarce    65 

1862-  S    F+,  pleasing    70 

1863-  S    VC    30 

1872      EF-45,  choice  original   48 

1880      F-VF,  rare  date    175 

1888      Choice  AU-58,  lustrous   90 

QUARTERS 

1840-0    No  Drapery,  EF.  original   $170 

1840-0    Drapery,  Choice  Fine    45 

1842-0    Lg  Dt,  EF,  original   165 

1844-0    EF,  original  &  scarce   165 

1850-0    EF+,  sharp   175 

1853      3/4,  Good,  very  scarce    36 

1861      EF/AU,  sharp,  old  toning   75 

1865-S    EF,  sharp,  very  scarce   425 

1867      VG-F,  attractive    200 


QUARTERS 

1870      VF-EF,  original,  scarce    $135 

1B72-CC  VG,  choice  for  grade,  rare    450 

1875-S    AU-50i^,  lustrous,  very  scarce  ....  300 

1891      ANACS  AU-55,  gorgeous  toning  ..  110 

HALF  DOLURS 

1839      No  Drapery, EF-40,  original, nice  ..  $575 


1848       Tall  Date,  Spiked  4,  AU   150 

1846-0    6/6,  Breen  #4793,  VF-f,  nice   90 

1846-0    Tall  Date,  Fine,  rare    325 

1848      EF,  scarce   185 

1852      AU.  very  sharp  strike,  rare    850 

1853-  0  A&R,  AU-55,  sharp  strike,  rare..  925 

1854-  0    EF-45,  super  original  color   100 

1855      EF.  sharp    95 

1856-S    EF.  scarce    285 

1860      EF-AU.  lovely  old  toning    160 

1864  VF.afewfedge  bumps.nicetoning..  75 

1865  AU-55,  very  sharp   285 

1868      EF,  scarce    265 

1870  Choice  EF/AU  nice  old  toning...  110 

1B75-S    Choice  AU+,  lovely  toning    150 

1878      EF-45,  choice    135 

1881       EF-40    300 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1.50  postage 
on  orders  under  $100;  add  $3.00  on  orders  over  $100.  Maryland  residents  add 
5%  sales  tax.  Layaway  and  approval  service  available. 

Mark  Hotz  Rare  Coins  •   LSCC  #989 

69  West  Main  street  •  Westminster,  Maryland  21 157 
Telephone  or  FAX  (410)  876-1427 
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A  New  1858  Half  Dollar  with  Blundered  Die 


by 

Glenn  Peterson 

In  my  travels  to  various  coin  shows  I  have  searched  for  examples  of  coins  with 
blundered  dies  on  1858  half  dollars.  As  I  studied  the  coin  pictured  with  this  article  I 
initially  studied  the  area  around  the  skirt  and  rock  searching  for  the  remnants  of 
stray  date  punches  but  found  nothing.  I  next  studied  the  area  around  the  date  digits 
looking  for  the  remains  of  extra  date  punches,  but  again  I  found  nothing.  Finally,  my 
eyes  drifted  down  to  the  denticles  and  there  I  discovered  what  appears  to  be  the 
top  of  an  8  and  5  well  hidden  in  the  denticles  below  the  date.  The  upper  loop  of  an 
extra  8  shows  on  both  sides  of  a  denticle  below  the  left  side  of  the  first  8  in  the 
date.  The  top  of  an  extra  5  can  be  seen  on  both  sides  of  a  denticle  below  the  left 
edge  of  the  5  in  the  date.  This  coin  grades  as  a  nice  AU  and  was  purchased  at  the 
ANA  Convention  in  Orlando  in  August  1992. 

I  searched  through  old  issues  of  the  journal  and  could  find  nothing  on  this 
interesting  variety.  This  is  just  another  example  of  the  unusual  group  of  blundered 
dies  that  were  used  to  strike  half  dollars  in  1 858. 1  wish  to  thank  Chris  Pilliod  for  the 
excellent  photograph  of  my  1858  half  dollar. 


1858  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  Digits  in  Denticles 
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* — *    Collective  Volumes  Available  * — ^ 

In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to  reprint 
the  articles  in  these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes.  There  have 
been  three  collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each  containing  the 
material  printed  in  the  journal  over  a  period  of  five  years.  The  articles  in 
these  collective  volumes  have  been  ordered  by  denomination  and  date 
to  make  it  easy  for  the  reader  to  locate  a  specific  article  or  to  research  a 
specific  date.  The  first  section  contains  articles  of  general  interest  which 
cut  across  denominations.  Subsequent  sections  contain  information  on 
specific  denominations  starting  with  half  dimes  and  progressing  through 
to  dollars.  These  volumes  contain  many  original  articles  on  Seated 
coinage  not  available  in  any  other  numismatic  books  currently  on  the 
market. 

The  collective  volumes  represent  the  latest  available  research  on  the 
silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Each  book  is  attrac- 
tively bound  in  a  hard  cover  in  a  7  by  10  inch  format.  All  prices  include 
postage. 

Collective  Volume  Number  One 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  18  issues  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  December  1 974  and  July  1 980. 
This  volume  contains  almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

This  Volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #19  to  #33  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1 980  and  July  1 985. 
This  volume  contains  380  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins.  Price:  $29 
per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Three 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1 985  and  July  1 990. 
This  volume  contains  470  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins.  Price.  $34 
per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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Membership  Statistics  for  LSCC 


I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  the  active  membership  of  LSCC  has  remained 
stable  over  the  last  five  years  with  the  expectation  that  overall  membership  will 
increase  over  the  next  few  years  with  a  renewed  interest  in  collector  coins  of  the 
1 9th  century.  As  of  December  31,1 992  the  active  membership  of  LSCC  stood  at 
705  individuals  from  48  of  the  50  states,  three  foreign  countries  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  majority  of  the  members  are  located  along  the  east  and  west  coasts 
and  through  the  upper  fVlidwest,  but  there  are  active  members  scattered  throughout 
all  other  parts  of  the  country.  States  with  five  or  more  active  members  are  listed 
below  in  order  of  their  membership  numbers. 


Active 

State  Members 

1.  California  98 

2.  Illinois  47 

3.  Ohio  45 

4.  New  York  44 

5.  Pennsylvania  33 

6.  Michigan  30 

7.  Texas  30 

8.  Florida  29 

9.  New  Jersey  27 

10.  Maryland  26 

11.  Virginia  24 

12.  Massachusetts   19 

13.  North  Carolina   16 

14.  Minnesota   15 

15.  Missouri   15 

16.  Washington   15 

17.  Indiana   13 


Active 

State  Members 

18.  NewHampshire   12 

19.  Wisconsin   12 

20.  Kentucky   11 

21.  Arizona   10 

22.  Colorado   10 

23.  Connecticut  9 

24.  Georgia  9 

25.  Oregon  9 

26.  Nebraska  8 

27.  Tennessee  8 

28.  Iowa  7 

29.  Louisiana  7 

30.  Alabama  6 

31.  Kansas  6 

32.  Maine  6 

33.  Oklahoma  6 

34.  Nevada  5 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  was  delighted  to  see  an  old  friend  on  the  cover  of  Issue  #55  of  the  journal.  It 
was  my  pleasure  to  own  this  1 855-S  half  dollar  for  several  years  before  consigning 
it  to  the  1991  ANA  Sale  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries.  This  coin  served  as  the 
keystone  in  my  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  San  Francisco  mint 
which  was  displayed  at  various  conventions  for  a  period  of  several  years.  I  value  my 
membership  in  LSCC  and  always  enjoy  receiving  the  journal.  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

David  W.  Lange 
LSCC  #488 


This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  article  on  the  1855-0  V-1 A  half  dime  by  John  Zitz 
that  appeared  in  Issue  #55  of  the  journal.  I  own  examples  of  both  the  1 855-0  V-l  A 
variety  and  the  later  one  he  describes  so  well,  both  in  about  XF-45  condition.  The 
latter  coin  has  been  in  my  collection  for  eleven  years.  For  most  of  that  time  I  have 
called  it  1 855-0  V-1  B.  This  designation  was  taken  from  the  description  of  a  similar 
piece  auctioned  by  Heritage  about  ten  years  ago.  This  V-1B  designation  seems 
quite  appropriate  to  me. 

The  die  state  described  in  Issue  #55  of  the  journal  is  probably  not  the  final  one. 
My  coin  has  a  light  die  break  that  runs  from  star  #1  to  the  rock  base.  My  coin  also 
has  a  short  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  left  arrow  downward  to  a  point  between  two 
denticles.  This  also  may  not  have  been  the  final  state  of  the  obverse  die.  It  may 
have  been  used  until  it  actually  broke  up. 

William  A.  Harmon 
LSCC  #1060 


I  own  an  1840  No  Drapery  dime  in  EF  condition  with  obverse  die  cracks  not 
listed  by  Kam  Ahwash  in  his  reference  book  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  There  is  a  die 
crack  that  runs  from  the  rim,  through  the  foot  and  up  into  the  left  calf.  Another  crack 
begins  at  the  rim  to  the  left  of  the  date,  extends  up  to  the  flag  of  the  1 ,  runs  up  into 
the  shield  and  ends  at  the  ribbon  below  the  R  in  LIBERTY.  There  are  also  thin 
outer  rim  cuds  that  run  around  the  edge  of  about  half  of  the  obverse  die.  I  have 
found  one  possible  reference  to  this  variety  in  the  book,  United  States  Dimes  by 
A.  Kosoff,  1945  revised  1964.  In  this  book.  Lot  #517  is  described  as  follows:  1840 
K-2  No  drapery.  Obverse  die  cracks,  very  fine. 

James  L.  Sharp 
LSCC  #025 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS_ 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


r  M  A  COLLECTORD 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE   SEATED  HALF  OIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change  your 
mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals  returned  to  us 
for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases, 
we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  and 
change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1855-S  Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
571 8  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering.  Ohio  45429 


